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Older than the 
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N handling this Subject, I propoſe 


I. TO give a ſhort Account of Chriſti- 
anity. . 
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II. TO anſwer {ome of the moſt material Ob- 
jections that are or might be made againſt. 
III. TO prove that it is, older than the Crea- 
tion, nothing but natural Religion, and not 
a2 ſupernatural Revelation. 


TO begin then with the 

1. BY Chriſtianity, I think, we are, pro- 
perly, to underſtand all thoſe Things in ge- 
eral, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles require 
from us, which they have prels'd upon us by 


5 
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everal Motives, and enforc'd by divers Works 
1 nd Miracles, in order to make us exerciſe 
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(2) 
our Reaſon, and to incite us to do what they 
have enjoyn'd us. | 

_ THUS, to worſhip and reverence the Deity, 
to act fairly and juſtly between different Par- 
tics, to be benevolent to the neceſſitous, grate- 


ful to the benevolcar, and ſober or regular in 


private Conduct, are all Branches of the Chril- 
tian Religion; what the everlaſting Golpel 
ſtrictly requires; what diffuſe Happinets thro? 
the whoie Creation; and what every Man's 
Reaſon would teach him to do, if he made 
bur a right and proper Ule of it. For, 

MAN is a Being of great Dignity and Ex- 


cellence, indued with Noble Powers, and fur- 
niſhed with fine Faculties. He's able to ran- 


ſac the wide Extent of Nature, to under- 
ſtand many of her curious Productions, and 


thence to deduce the Exiſtence of the inviſi- 


ble God. He's capable of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween Gocd and Evil, Truth and Falſhood ; 
and of knowing which of 'em are molt eligi- 


ble, or fir for realonable Creatures to perſue. 


Upon theſe Accounts he's qualified for ſerving 
the Deity, for being a uſetul Member of So- 
ciety, for living comfortably in the preſent 


World, and enjoying Happineſs in that which 


is to come. 


BUT, altho he is dignified with ſo fine a Na- 


ture, he is ſtill a fallible Creature, and ſubject, 


not only to raſh Judgment, but alſo to Errors 
in Practice: And, ſometimes, may abule his 


Faculties ſo far, as to choole Evil before Good, 


and place his Happineſs in that very Thing, 
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9 which would, finally prove hisgreateſt Miſery, 


and would terminate, at laſt, in Jig utter Ruin. 
And, whenever he has made 10 {fooliſh a Choice, 
he ſtands in need of Counſel or Advice, that 


he may recover or regain the Rectitude of 
* his Mind, aud ſecure his inward Peace or Re- 


ole, But. 
SUCH was, once, the Condition of Mankind, 


that they were miſerably junk in Immorality 


and Wickedneſs, and had deviated from the 


5 Pazhs of Virtue, in which their Happineſs lay, 
f and by walking | in which alone they could at- 


And therefore God was pleas'd, 


thro? his ingate Goodnels, to ſend them an 
ö extraordinary Perſon to reclaim ” em, and, fo, 


ſet *em right in the Way of Living, that his 


Deſign in creating rhem, which was to com- 


municate Happineſs, might be accompliſhed, 


THIS Perſon, whom, in the laſt Days, he 


ſent, was propheſied by the Writers of antient 


Hiſtory, anſwered the Character by which 
they deſcribed him, and appear'd at the Time 


foretold by 


chem; when Mankind had the 
greateſt Need of kim; and when the wiſer 


Part of all Nations expected, deſired, and wilh'd, 
that ſuch a Perſon might be ſent to iofirad them. 
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HE was honoured with the Title of God, 


and the Son of God, becauſe he receiv'd an 


immediate Commiſſion from God; and was cal- 
led by the Name of Jeſus, becaule he ſav'd 
his People from their Sins, by giving them a 


4 | fine Syſtem of Morality, and intreating them 
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to live according to it. 
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(4) 
HE was a Perſon of an unblemiſh'd Cha- 


racter, committed no Sin, intended no Fraud. 
requir'd no Divine Homage, nor in the leaſt 


affected to be like God; tho by his Power, 


Goodnels, and extenſive Benevolence, he very 
much reſembled him. 


ALL the Doctrines, he deliver'd, were wor- 


thy of God to reveal, and of Men to believe 
and practiſe, having a direct Tendency to el- 
tabliſh Virtue, Order, and Happineſs in the 
World; and exactly Weins with Natural Re- 
ligion. And. 

"THESE he recommended to the Conſidera- 
tion of Mankind, by many ſtrange and won- 
derful Works which he perform'd, in order to 
excite or draw their Attention, and prove to 
them his Divine Authority. 

THE Works are not, properly, of the EC. 
fence of Chriſtianity, nor, conſider'd as Mi- 


racles, to be imitated by us. No; but only fo 


far as they are Inſtances of Goodnels, and right 
Originals of true Benevolence. Bur, ſtill, we 
may look upon 'em as, Miraculous, Beneticent, 
or both, 

AND, when view d in the firſt Light, they 


appear to be Evidences of Power and Wiſdom, 


more than human, prove the Author or A- 
gent ſuperior to other Men, and that he did 
not do them thro human Policy or Skill. 


WITH Reſpect to their Gooduelſs, they 


were an Indication of a wiſe and well-dil- 
| pos d! Mind, that delighted or took Pleaſure in 
virtuous 
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(5) 

virtuous Actions, and, ſo, cou'd not be the 

Production of a diabolical Spirit. And, 
CONSIDER'D as miraculous and beneficent 


together, they were of the Nature of Mira- 


cles and Doctrines, and concur'd, murually, 
to prove each other. To do good Works be- 


*. fore the Face of the World, is to teach Men 


their Duty after the moſt effectual Manner. 
is of the ſame Significance with a moral Ex- 
hortation, and one Way of ordering them to be 


kind and loving to one another, and perform 


all the good Offices that are in their Power. 


Actions are certainly as inſtructive as Words, 
and as ſure Signs of Ideas in the Mind. But, 


to do ſuch Things, likewiſe, after a mira- 
culous Manner proves, that the Agent is what 
he declares himſelf to be, that the Account 
which he gives of himſelf may be credited. 
and that he could not be ſuppoſed to falſify in 
his Words, but might be depended on for the 


Truth of 'em. 


THUS far, then, many of the Works; 


which Jeſus did, were of the Nature both of 
Miracles and Doctrines, confirm'd themſelves 
by their own Excellence, and were ſufficient 
Evidences of his Divine Authority. His cu- 
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ring the Lame, the Blind, the Deaf, the Dumb, 


and feeding the Hungry, Sc. were all Works 


of this fort; and had a direct Tendency, 


not only to draw the Attention of Mankind 


to him, but alſo, to influence them to the 


Perſuit of Virtue, to make them engage in the 
1 Practice of it, and employ their Strength, 


Skill, 
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Skill, and other Talents, for the common 
Good of one another: To teach *em, too, that 
the proper Uſe of Power and Authority, or 
the principal Ends of Policy and Wüdom, 
ſhould be to promote the Welfare of Society, 


and ſecure the Happineſs of all its good Mem- 


bers. 
BUT, then, he did not only perform many 


ſtrange or wonderful, and, at the ſame Time, 
| bencvolenr, Works, and ſo teach Men their 
Duty by his Example; but alſo gave*em many 
uletul Inſtructions and Precepts, for regulating 
their Lives and Converſations in this World, 
and qualifying them for the Happinels of the 


next. He commanded them to worſhip the 
Lord their God, and ſerve him alone; to love 


him with all their Hearts, Souls, Strength and 
Mind; and to imitate his moral and amiable Per- 


fections. - He order'd them, likewiſe, to be of 


a meek and humble, peaceable and charitable, 


Spirit; to forgive and love their Enemies, and 
to do unto others, what they would have 
*em do unto them: Not to be raſh in judging 
them, uncharitable in cenſuring them, mali- 


cious in traducing them, nor revengeful in their 


Reſent ments againſt them; but to be of a kind 


and forgiving Diſpoſition towards them, as they 


would expect or deſire, tbat God would r 
give themſelves in the Judgment. 


HE exhorted them, too, to evard achinh all 
Temptations from without, and all uneaſy or 


tormenting Paſſions from within; and to main- 
tain luch a due Government of their Hearts 
and 


63 


and Minds, as was neceſſary to preſerve their 
own Tranquillity, and recommend them to the 
Favour of their heavenly Father. 

HE aſſur'd them, likewiſe, that the na- 
tural Notions, which Men generally form of 
a future State, are certainly true; tho' all of 

oem died out of this World, and, after ſome 
Time, made no Appearance in it, that they 
entred upon ſuch a State of Exiſtence here- 
after, as their Way of living here deſerv'd. 
IO ſhow the Poſſibility, or Likelihood, of 
which State, he viſibly, and before the Eyes 
of many of 'em, rais'd the Dead to Life, after 
they had lain a conſiderable Time in their 
Graves; and, thereby, gave Proof of the 
| Reſurrection of the Bodies of all Men, at the 
final Conſummation of Things. He could not 
give 'em a real Sight of Souls, their Faculties 
not being able to diſcern them; but he ſhow'd 
them Bodies, that had been dead, re-animated ; 
which was ſufficient to confirm them in their 
HBelief of Futurity. . = 
HE told then, and, by many convincing 
Arguments, prov'd that their future Happi- 
niels depended on their preſent Virtue ; that 
the only Way to obtain the former was, to 
live in the conſtant Practice of the latter, to 
love God and their Fellow creatures, to whom 
they were related, and to perform the Duties 
- Which their Relations to them demanded : To 
hurt none, to wiſh all well; and to be juſt, 
regular, and grateful, in their Behaviour; be. 
cauſe theſe Things made Happineſs carne 
 _— | | | | _  thro* 
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thro' the Univerſe, and gave the Earth a glo- 
rious Luſtre like Heaven's. 
AND, that he might influence them to ob- 
ſerve his Inſtructions, he intreated them to re- 


pent and believe his Goſpel; ſometimes, only to 
repent; at other times only to believe: And, 


thus took all Methods, to animate them to a 
Religious Courſe, that were likely to work 


upon their Reaſon and Paſſions, and bring em 
to a Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs of his Com- 
mands. And, 


THE better to accompliſh the Work he un- 


dertook, he employed others to aſſiſt in car- 
_ Trying it on; inſtructing them how they were 
to publiſh his Religion; commanding them to 
initiate thoſe, in it, by Baptiſm, who might em- 
brace it; and ordering, before his Departure, 
that they ſhould keep up a ſtanding Memorial 


of him, and obſerve ſuch a Form of eating 


and drinking as he had inſtiruted : This being 
a good Way, to ſpread and ſupport his Reli- 
gion, to make Men enquire into the Nature of 


ir, and improve themſelves in Social Virtue. 
SOON after this, he died cheerfully, that 


he might riſe again, aſcend into Heaven before 


them, and, thereby, perſuade the World to ex- 


amine his Doctrine, in Order to their full Con- 


viction and Satisfaction, and to induce them 


to obey it, in conſequence of bot. 
_ HIS Death was certain and evident, was 
ſtrictly examin'd and own'd by his Enemies, 
and atteſted by UNIVERSAL NATURE, to 
regiſter the Time and perpetuate the Memory © 
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9. 
of it The Sun covered its Face, as un- 
able to look down on ſo tragic and ſhocking 
a Sight; and abhorring to countenance the 
cruel Scene beneath it! 


The Dead a- 
wak'd out of their mortal Sleep, as if fur- 
priz d with the News of Jeſus dying! The 


Lord, on whom their future Immortality, and 


all their Hopes of Bliſs, entirely, reſted ſe- 
cure, as did their Bodies in their Graves! — 
The Veil of the Temple did rend itſelf in 
twain, as unwilling any longer to hide or 
ſcreen the Authors of fuck horrid Guilt and 


+ Murder, or fave em from the Arreſt of publick 


juſtice. — The Earth trembled with Horror 
and Amazement, being loth to cover ſo vir- 
tuous a Man, or hinder him from doing his 
. uſual Good! — Nay, Rocks themſelves, the 
+ hardeſt Part of the Creation, were ſplit, mere 
ly, with Grief and fad Surprize ; and prov'd 
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Mens Hearts were much harder than they.— 


HIS Reſurrection was undeniable, and cou'd 


1 be no Cheat or Impoſture, he being, after his 


Death, and after lying a Part of three Days in 


the Grave, handled by ſome, ſeen, heard and 
convers'd with, by others, and found to have 


all the Properties of a living Man, and all the 
1 Characteriſtics of the crucified Jeſus. And. 


HIS Aſcenſion was viſible to ſeveral Per- 


> ſons; they were real Spectators of it; and to 
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ſome of em he had been diſcourſing imme- 
; 'diately before ir, and giving ſerious Advice, 


Concerning the Affairs of the Church, or the 
I hings pertaining to the Kingdom of God. 
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THESE Men were for a conſiderable Time 


under his Tuition, were perfectly well in— 
ſtructed in what they were to declare to Man- 


kind, and had a Promiſe of the Holy Spirit 
given them, to aſſiſt them in their Work. They 


were fully convinc'd, that what they declar'd 
was true, having been Eye and Ear-witnetles 
to every material Thing which they reported, 

and having the Reaſon avd Underſtandings of 
Men to judge by. And they were guided into 
all neceſſary 1 ruth, by the Direct on of the 
ſame Spirit which was promis'd them ; recom- 


mended their Doctrines by rhe like Miracle 


which Jeſus work'd before them; agreed, i 


the main, in their Account of Things ; Nets 


Perſons of great Probity, tho of little or no 


Learning; and ſacrific'd their Lives, rather than 


they would deny the Truth. 
AND all that they requir'd of Perſons, in 


order to their Salvation, was, to repent of 
their Sins or believe the Goſpel : Aſſuring them, 
that whoſoever repented, or believed, as was 


required of him, ſhould be ſav'd; and whoſo- 
ever did not, ſhould be damn'd. Thus they 
took all poſſible Methods, to work upon their 
Reaſon and Paſſions, and animate them to 


the Practice of Religion. So that the Sum, 
or Subſtance, of their whole Doctrine was 
this; 78. That they who lived good or vir- 
tuous Lives, ſhould eternally enjoy the Fa- 


vour of God. That they. on the other Hand, 


who were finally impenitent, ſhould feel the 
Smart of their Immorality and Vice: All 


which 
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Which was nothing but reaſonable Doctrine, 
and azrceable to Principles of Natural Reli- 


ion. 
F AND, wherever they went, they conſtantly 
preach'd ſuch Things to *em, beſceching them 


to be punctual in the Exerciſe of Picty to God, 
and ot Charity and Bcnevolence to Men ; be- 


cauſe their own Welfare, or Woe, depended. 
upon it; all of 'em were to anſwer at a future 


Jud,,ment, and to receive according to their 


Deeds. 


THESE Things were the Subſtance of all 
that Jeſus, his Diſciples, and Apoſtles, taught. 


Theſe were what they earneſtly preis'd upon 


Men; recommended by divers Miracles; en- 
torc'd by various Reaſons and Motives; and 
urged by different Conſiderations and Argu— 
ments; that they might anſwer the End of 
their miniſterial Office, and make the World 
ſubject to the Empire of Virtue, 

HAVING now given this plain, compre— 


henſive (and, withal 1 think, ſufficient) Ae- 


count of CHRISTIANITY, I procced 


II. TO anſwer ſome of the moſt mate- 


tial Objections, that are, or might be, made 
ao it.” And, „ 
Ik it be ſaid, that a Divine Revelation is, 
in the Nature of Things, impoſſible, or. that 
God can reveal his Will to Mankind no other 
Way than by 3 
THAT, as God in his Nature is Omniſcient, 
Iuows all Things, and perfectly underſtands all 

9 e his 


their Reaſon; I anſwer, 


(12) 
his Works, being intimately preſent with them, 
he muſt be allowed to have the neareſt Acceſs 
to the Minds of Men, and to be able to give 
em the clearcſt, and ſtrongeſt Repreſentation 
of Things that they can bear. To deny him 
this Power is, to limit his Perfections, to 
weaken his Capacity, and to repreſent him as 
unqualified, either for ruling or judging the 
World. Tis, in effect, ſaying, he can't diſ- 
cern the Secrets of Mens Hearts, nor per- 
ceive the Drift or Deſigns of their Actions, 
upon the right and perfect Knowledge of 
which, the Wiſdom of his Government, the 
Righteouſneſs of his judicial Sentence, and 
the equitable proportion of his Rewards and 
Puniſhments, do entirely depend. -—\— 
BOT, as it would be abſurd to fay theſe 
Things, might be followed with very dan- 
gerous Conſequences, and would reproach the 
Nature and Attributes of God; as it would 
retrench his Power, depreciate his Wiſdom, and _ 
bring him down to a Level with finite Beings ; 
therefore it ſhould and muſt be allow'd, that 
a Divine Revelation is, in the Nature of Things, 
+ poſſible ; and that he can reveal his Will to 

ZZZ 
Is true, indeed, he can do it no other 
Way than by their Reaſon, there being no other 
Medium or Faculty but this, by which they 
can diſcern it, and their own Underſtandings 
being the only Rule by which they can deduce 
any Truth, or know it to be divine. But this 
never proves that God, therefore, can't * : 
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his Mind to 'em; for then it would follow, 
that no Perion can communicate his Thoughts 


to another, nor converſe with his Friend, purely 


becauſe his Friend can form no Judgment of his 
Ideas, without his Underſtanding: To aſſert 
which would, ſurely, be the moſt unreaſonable, 
abſurd, and ridiculous, Thing in the World. 
HOWEVER, if it ſhould be again ſaid, 
that Men could not know a Revelation from 


God, nor any immediate Commands, which 


he might be laid to lay on them, but that they 


might be deceiv'd in their Notions of thele 
Things. I anſwer, 


THE Mind of Man is capable of diſtinouiſh- 


ing between Good and Evil, between what is 


fit or unfit, between an extraordinary Impulle, 
and an ordinary Incitement. Tis, likew iſe, 


able to underſtand the Difference between a 


miraculous and common Power, and to know 


when either of them is well or ill employed, or 


exercisd for a uſeful or hurt ful Purpole. To 
ſay other wiſe is, to depreciate human Reaſon, 
and to degrade Men to the Lowneſs of Brutes. 


WIEN the Diſciples and Apoſtles of our 
Bleſſed Lord were commanded to preach the 


Goſpel, they had plain moral Inſtructions given 


them, ſtrong Impulſes made upon their Minds, 
an uncommon Power communicated to them, 
with Directions to employ it for the Good of 


Mankind. And therefore they might be as 


certain, that theſe Things were from God, or 


proceeded from him, as they could be of the 


Reality 
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Reality or Nature of his Exiſtence. They 
had as ſtrong Proots of his immediate Will, 

Spirit, or Influence, by theſe concurring Signs 
ot 'em, as they could have of his Being and 
Attributes, from the various Works which fur- 
rounded them in the Creation. So that if was 
ſcarce poſſible, they could miſtake about em; 


much leſs could vaſt Multitudes, who heard. 


their Doctrines, and ſaw their Miracles, be 
univerſally deceived. Never was HUMAN 
NATURE at fo iow an Ebb, but Perſons could 


diſtinguiſh between Truth and Falſhood, or 
hw the Difference betw een a Reality and an 


Impoſture. Their Faculties were {till able to at- 


tain to the Knowledge of it, and to draw ſuch | 
Intercnces as are proper and juſt. And there- 


fore, I think, we may juſtly infer, that Men 
may be certain of a Divine Revelation, or when 
the Divine Being peaks his Mind to em. Bur, 
Ik it be ſtill taid, that Reaſon is a ſufficient 
Guide in Matters of Religion, that all Men 
are able to underſtand their Duty, without any 
Divine Diſcoveries of it; and conſequently, 
that a Revelation is, entirely, uſeleſs; 1 antwer, 


THAT Dury, properly, ſignifies an Obli- 
_ gation, or that which a Perſon is oblig'd to 
do: That it alſo ſuppoſes the Thing required 


to be poſſible; all Obligation imply ing the 
| owns þ as well as Fitneſs of it for the A- 


; ſince there could be no Obligation with- 
—4 hath theſe: And that Reaſon, therefore, 
is, not only a ſufficient, but the only, Guide, 
in a Matters of We There being no Rule 
| more | 
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more ſure, when it is impartially conſulted, 
than a Man's own Reaſon ; nor any thing, 
which he can, juſtly, be accountable to the Di- 
vine Being for, that does not come within 
the Reach of it. * © For as God, when he 


A 


perceiv'd the deplorable State of the World 


immers'd in Immorality and Wickedneſs, 


knew, u hat Precepts or Iuſtructions were 


proper to be given them by his own Under- 


ſtanding; as Jeſus Chriſt too, when he re— 


ceiv'd Orders from God, to deliver theſe In- 
ſtructions to the World. muſt have judg'd of 
em, by his Underſtanding ; and, as the Dilci- 


ples and Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, when they 


had a Command ęiven them to preach the Gol- 
pel, muſt have judg'd of it, by their Under- 


ſtandings ; juſt 1o, and no otherwiſe, muſt. 


Men, when they have any Notices of the 

Will of God, or any Revelation from Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles, judge of 'em, and every 
Part, Article, Sentence, Word, Comma, 


Colon, Point, Sc. of em, by their Un- 


derſtandings. Nor can any Perſon anſwer 
to God or his own Conſcience, if he obeys 
any Dictates, or Impulſes, whether preſum'd 
to proceed from the Spirit of God, or any 
other Agent, internal or external, Angelic 
or Human, unleſs he firſt conſiders the Qua- 


lity of 'em, and is convinc'd that they are 


— 


8 
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good in their Nature and Tendency. This 


616) 


* is what every one, who thinks at all, will 
be oblig'd to allow.” Becauſe, without this, 
a Man muſt act a raſh and imprudent Part, lay 
himſelf open to innumerable Errors, and be as 


liable to be impos'd upon, as to be profited, 


inſtructed, or improv'd. Reaſon, therefore, I 


Hay, is not only a ſufficient, but the only fare, 
fate, if not infallible, Guide, in Matters of Re- 
ligion : Tis what every Perſon, let him have 
ever ſo many Helps and Aſſiſtants, ſhould at 
laſt appeal to, for his own Indemnity and 


Safety, or to prevent or avoid Impoſition or 


Fraud. And, it was partly on Account of 
.the Sufficiency of ir, that the Divine Being 
gave Men a Revelatica For, he never gave 


any to the Brutal World, becauſe they have 
little or no Reaſon. But ſtill, this never proves 


a Revelation uſeleſs. or that it was unneceſſary, 


when the Bulk of Mankind were immers'd in 


Wickedneſs. On the contrary, it will be 
found to be of ſignal Service to the World. 
For, while Men are here in an imperfect State, 
expoſed to innumerable Temprations, and ſur- 
rounded with ſuch a variety of viſible Things, 
they ſtand, at beſt, bur upon a precarious Foun- 
dation, and are in Danger of falling from their 
true Glory. They ate apt to be dazled and 
allur'd by Objects of Senſe, to be diverted from 
the free Exerciſe of their Reaſon, to ſorget 
the Fitneſs and Relations of Things, eſpeciallß 
their Relation to the Inviſible God. But, when 
they have contracted Habits of Sin, and Vice 
SS bj 
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is is grown predominant in them, they are more 
Uu 3 unlikely to conſider as they ſhould, more un- 
S, willing to cxert their reaſonable Powers, and 
y act the Part of reaſonable Creatures. Theſe 


attended with a Series of ſurprizing Miracles, 
and enforc'd by various Motives and Argu— 
ments, muſt be vaſtly ſerviceable, when a ge- 
neral Apoſtaly, like that which appear'd when 
Chriſtianity was promulg'd, prevails, to re- 
form the World from reigning Impiety, and 
to eſtabliſh Religion or Virtue among em. 
NOR, do Il take it to be uſeful then only; 
bur at other Times and Seaſons, too, to mind 
Men of their Duty to God and one another, 
and to make em conſider their Obligations to 
ben & 55 
: THE beſt that live are obnoxious to Errors, 
and liable to Failures of ſeveral Sorts. None 
are above the need of a ſeaſonable Advice, be- 
cauſe none do, ſo conſtantly, look within them- 
ſelves, as they ought. Not that any were re- 
quired to obey the Goſpel Rules, before they 
had fairly examined them; or that a Revela- 
tion was ever deſign'd to ſuperſede the Uſe of 
get Human Reaſon, or to make Men yield an Im- 
plicit Obedience to it. No, the principal In- 
tent of ir was, to rouſe them out of their ſiu- 
ful Slumber, and ſet them upon doing what 
7 , 


ass Things they may be ſuppos'd, in ſuch Caſe, 
d, very averſe to; and to take little Thought 
I about; unleſs they are put upon it by a friend- 
e. ly Advice, or excited to it, by ſome ſtriking 
e- Alarm. And, therefore, a Divine Revelation, 


439 


648) 
they cou'd not but ſce to be neceſſary, if they 
excrcis'd the Faculties which God gave them. 
And, when a common Depravity had over- 
ſpread the Earth, w hat is more reaſonable than 


to think, Mankind wanted a {uitable Caution, 
and that the FATHER of the UNIVERSE 
took Pity on his Creatures, and us'd proper 
Ways to bring them to a Senſe ot Virtue. Whom 


can we ſuppoſe ſo ready to do if, as he whyle 


Nature and Property it is to have Nicrcy f Or 
what Perſon could he fend fitter than his 


Son, who was holy, harmicis, undefiled, and 


{<parated from Sinners; and every Way quali- 
fied tor fo neceſſary a Work? So that 


A Revelation is fo uſetul to Mankind, eſ— 


pecially in a degenerate Age, that it is what 
might well be expected from a kind and good 
God, and what the amiable Perfections of his 


Nature give us juſt Reaſon to believe, he af— 
forded the World. 5 


els true, that it can't be ſo abſoluetly ne- 
ceſſary, that none will be ſav'd but they who are 


favour'd with it. For, Men can't be bound to 


Impoſſibilities; nor can their Happineſs be 
made to depend upon their living agreeable to 
a Rule which they never had. Nothing would 
reflect more upon the Equity of the Divine 


Government, than to ſuppoſe that it ſhould. 


And therefore whoſoever of the Heathens be- 
have towards God and their Fellow- Creatures 
as well as they can, will, undoubtedly, be hap- 
PY 3 becauſe they improve ſuch Advantages as 
they have, which is all can be required of them. 


But 
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But ſtill a Revelation is of ſignal Service for 
improving human Nature, and making Men 
more perfectly obſerve the Rules of Virtue or 
Religion. And it muſt be a vaſt Advantage 
to a Man, to have always by him a complete 
Picture of the Law of Nature, fo that he can, 
at any Time, look upon it, and fee all the 
Obligations he's under ro God, his Neighbour, 
and himſelf. And, £ 

BY Parity of Reaſon, I think we might in- 
fer, that, in Caſe we had no Divine Revelation 
at all, it would contribute very much to the 
Publick Good, to have proper Perſons ap- 
pointed for Publick Inſtruction; and to dif- 
courſe to us upon ſuch Moral Subjects, as 
might put us in Mind of our Duty. Our 
own Reaſon, is, indeed, a ſufficient, and 
mult be the laſt Guide; but then we are, at 
beſt, bur fallible Creatures, and conſtituted 
after ſuch a Manner, as to be dependent upon 
one another, and to ſtand in necd of frequent 
Admonitions. And without theſe we might, 
often, be but badly off; and make but an in 
different Figure in Life. T his is very evident 
from the Diverſity of Bchaviours which are 
viſible in the World. They, who aſſociate 
with ſuch Perſons, as pay no regard to Virtue 
at all, do generally grow as abandon'd as them- 
ſelves; becauſe, tho their Reaſon be as good as 
other Mens; yet they never hear any thing 
that's valuable among 'em ; nothing that might 
put 'em in Mind of their Obligations to God 


and their Fellow Creatures. Whereas others, 


D 3 55 who, 


him. * 
WE find that Perſons are apt to forget Things F 


620) 
who, perhaps, have not ſo fine Faculties as 
they, thro? the Goodneſs of rheir Education, 


or by frequent Converſes with wiſe and judi- 


cious Men, receive ſuch wholeſom Inſtruc- 
tions, as ſerve to eſtabliſh them in a Reli- 
gious Courſe, and are uſeful Documents to **&m 
in the Conduct of their Lives. And, 
YET there is nothing more common than 


to hear a Set of Men, conſtantly, crying out 
againſt the Uſe of a Revelation, or any Pub- 


lick Teachers to inſtruct them. Whereas they 
have much need to be inſtructed themlelves, 


and to be taught the moſt plain and obvious 


Truths. They don't conſider, tho' every 


Man's Reaſon muſt be his Guide (and there 


can be no Religion, indeed, without making 
it ſuch) that this Guidance always implies ſome 


Object or Thing ro which he muſt be directed, 


or at which he muſt aim, in order to his acting 


agreeable to it. And as it is poſſible for him, 

2 many Times, is the Caſe with him, to forget 
it; therefore, it may be, often, ſeaſonable ang 
"neceſſary to point it out to him, and to re- 


vive thoſe Ideas of it which lie dormant in 
his Mind, and are ready to be diſregarded by 


of the greateſt Importance, and to paſs em 
by without Obſervance, Even thoſe among 


which they are daily converſant, and which 


they have frequent Opportunities of ſeeing, 


are neglected by them, and as little obſerv'd, 
as if they were inviſible, To prevent which, 
they, : 
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they, ſometimes, take down an Account or 
Memorandum, that may ſerve to bring them to 
their Remembrance. in order to their diſcharg- 
ing ſuch a Duty, or acting ſuch a Part, as, from 
the Conſideration or Review of 'em, they find 


incumbent. 
Are not their own Reaſon or Underſtandings 
ſufficient to direct them? Undoubtedly they 
are. But ſtill the Object, ro which they ſhould 


be directed, or the Duty, which they ſhould 


ſet about, is likely to be over-look*d by them. 
And therefore, it is very proper, that they 
have ſuch Hints or Notices of it, as may ſtir 


*em up to Action, or ſet *em upon doing ne- 


ceſſary Buſineſs, or what would be a Detri- 


ment to 'em, in Caſe it were neglected. In 


fine, | 555 

A Man may as well pretend to keep no 
Books of Accounts, or that he ſhould take 
no pains in exhorting his Children or Servants, 
as to ſay, a Revelation is uſeleſs to the World, 
or that there is no Occaſion for preaching the 
Golpel. 

HOWEVER, this I muſt, in point of Jul- 
tice, ſay, for the Votaries of Infidelity, thar, 
by their aſſerting the Sufficiency of Reafon, and 


acknowledging no Law, bur that of Nature, 5 


they have done the greateſt Service to the In- 
tereſt of Chriſtianity which they, poſſibly, 
could do, In the mean Time, by the Weaknels 


which they diſcover in their Way of arguing, 
I they ſeem to ſtand more in need of Realon or 


good 


Now what makes 'em do this? 


8 
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( 22 ) 
good Tudgment, than a Divine Revelation, 
And, I think, it is the Duty of every honeſt 
Chriſtian, to pray for the Enlargement of their 
Capacities, before they pray for the Increaſe 
of their Faith. Both, however, may be ne- 
ceſſary; and both incumbent on us to do, 


We, certainly, ought to pity their Condition. 


They are of the fame Species with ourſelves. 
And therefore we ſhould conſider them as Fel- 
lIow-Creatures, indu'd with ſome Degrees of 
FRe.lon, and ſhould look down upon 'em with 
a compaſſionate Eye. This would be far more 
laudable than to ridicule or deſpiſe them, to 


banter or inſult them; and infinitely better than 


to hate or perſecute them To take any ſuch 
Methods as theſe would be very wrong, and, 
1 think, very ungenerous, too, when they 
have actually ſerv'd us. Beſides, it would be 
very unpolitical, and might prove a Lols to us 
hereafter, as it might, nay, certainly, wou'd 
diſcourage them, and hinder them from plod- 
ding on other Occaſions, and hitting on tome 
thing that might anſwer our Purpole. 
It you ask how they have done us Service? 
Why, Þ.l tell you how: by their goivg a good 


Length, at leaſt ſome way, toward proving, 


that Mens Reaſon is ſufficient to guide them 


to all the Duties they owe the ſeveral Beings, 
which they are acquainted with, in the Uni- 
verſe; and that the Law of Nature (which 
ſignifies the Capacity of every Intelligence, 
and includes the Opportunity or Call which it 
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1 
has for Moral Agency) is, and muſt be, upon 


due Conſideration, a proper Rule to them, 


ſeverally, to walk by. The Diſcovery of 
theſe Things is a vaſt Advantage to us; and 
theſe Men aim'd weli, by chance, when they 
hit upon 'em. For look ye now, their Ar. 
gument, when reduc'd to right Mood and Fi- 


gure, runs thus. I don't know, they deſign'd 


ir ſhouid run lo ; however it ſcems to take this 


Road: vg. the Underſtandings of Men are 


capable of knowing the Difference between 
Good and Evil, between a Divine and Human 


Command, and what is proper for em to do, 
when they attend duly, or think deliberately. 


And this has a Tendency to eſtabliſh the Truth 


of the Golpel; foralmuch as we may believe, 


that the Diſciples and Apoſtles of our Bleſſed 


Lord attended to what was deliver'd to them, 
or made a good Ule of their own Reaſon, and, 


\ conſequently, could not be impos'd upon, 
that being able to diſcover any Impoſture, and 
- diſtinguiſh Truth from Error or Falſhood. And 
then, again, it affords us the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments tor obſerving, what ſome call, poſitive 


Duties; becauſe, it ſhows plainly, when a 


Man has heard of Jeſus Chriſt, and believes 
that he has done great Service to the World, 
that, in ſuch Caſe, he muſt underſtand the Re- 
lation in which he ſtands ro him; and that 
the Law of his Nature may teach him, 'tis 


his Duty to remember him, or do any reaſon- 


able Service that he requires, eſpecially when 
e it 
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it conduces to publick Good. Now is not 


this ſome Advantage which thele Men have 
given us? And is it not a Favour, that we are 


oblig'd to them for? Marry is it. And, if 


they gave it with good Will, we ſhould thank 
Do LO : 
BUT, to proceed at preſent, 

IF, it be ſaid, if the Goſpel were ſo vaſtly 
_ uſeful, tis reaſonable to think it would have 
been given to all Nations, and not confin'd 
only to a few, nor withheld from the World 
ſo long before it was given; I anſwer to it, 
_ THAT molt Nations have receiv'd ſome Be- 
nefit by a Revelation, having been inſtructed, in 
ſome Meaſure, by Chriſtians who had Traffick 
or Commerce with them. Bur ſuppoſe, many 
Countries have no Divine Revelation at all, 
nor any Thing but their Reaſon, or their own 


Deductions of Things (tho theſe muſt ſtill be 


neceſſary if they had ten thouſand Revela- 
tions) to direct them in rhe Conduct of their 
Lives; yet it never proves that a Revelation 
is falſe, or may be look'd upon as an Impoſ- 
ture; any more than it will prove that becauſe 
all Animals are not Men, therefore none are. 
Nor does it argue the Divine Being to be par- 
tial or unjuſt in any Reſpect. For the giving 
it only to ſome is no more an Impeachment 
to his Juſtice or Goodneſs, than his forming 
different Orders of Beings in the Creation, 
his allowing different Stations among Beings 
of the ſame Species, or than his not creating 
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more Beings than he has made: Eſpecially, 
when he expects or requires no more of any 
People, than the right Improvement of hat 


they receiv'd. I is an abundant Proof of his 


Innate Goognels, that he created theſe Men at 
all, or did not make em Brutes, inſtead of in— 


dung them with Realon and Underitanding ; 


by which, they were capable of deducin:; his 
Nature and Perfections, and of attaining at 
laſt to true Felicity. And yet he was ſo good 
and kind to them, as to form them after his 
own Image, to furniſh them with reaſonable 
Capacities and Powers, and to impreſs their 
Minds with a general Senſe of the great Dit- 


ference there is in I hings. He gave them a 


Conlcience to be their Monitor and Guide, 


by which they might diſtinguiſh the Rectirude. 
or Pravity of Actions, might chooſe Good and 
avoid Evil, and attain to the Knowledge of 
a furure Exiſtence. The inward Applauſe they 


found upon obſerving the Rules of Virtue, and 


the Remorſe in committing Immorality and 


Vice, muſt make them think they were ac- 
countable Creatures, and, would receive here- 
after, as they behav'd here. They muſt like- 


wiſe know that, according to God's wile 
Conſtitution of Things, Virtue here was 
generally attended with Happineſs, and Vice 
with Pain and Miſery : And, that ſuppoſing 
Things to continue as they are, the ſame Con- 


{equences would always follow them : That 
a Year's Virtue would be, upon the whole, a 
Year's Happineſs; a Year's Vice, a Year's Mi- 

ſery; 


(:.36:) 


ſery 3 and that the natural Effects, which each 
of 'em produc'd, were as diſtin from each 
other as Light and Darknels, and might be 
thought to remain ſo to Eternity. For "wh 
Realons they mult, certainly, belieye, that 
the former is, and ever was, preferable to 
the lattcr: That it is better to be Juſt and 
Tempcrate, than Unjuſt and Debauch'd; Cha- 
ritable and Benevolent, than Cruel and Un- 
kind; and, as all good Men lov'd the fiiff 
Character. and abhor'd or deteſted the ſecond, 
that the Deity might, reaſonably, be ſuppos'd 
to do the fame. And, therefore, they, who 
are, now, without any Divine Revelation, 
are, in no Reſpects unjuſtly dealt by, but 


th 


have ſufficient Motives to live virtuous Lives; | [1 


ſufficient, I mean, to lead them to ſuch a De- 


gree of Felicity, as the Divine Being intended wo 


for them. For, 


11˙8 plain, from his providential Government 1 


of the World, that he never defign'd an Equa- | | 
lity among Men, or that all of 'em ſhould be, 


exactly, upon a Par. No; while they con- 


tinue to be ſocial Creatures, and are mutually |. 
dependent on one another, tis, in the Na. 
ture of Things, impoſſible, that they ſhould 
be fo. Nay, tis requiſite that there be dif- 
ferent Claſſes of Beings, in order to conſtitute | 
the Beaury and Harmony of the Univerſe. 
Each of em are uſeful in their Station, or 
Place, and neceſſary to make ſuch a true 
 Unitormiry, as an All-wiſe Mind might be 
pleas'd with. Thus, in all Political, OEcono- 
8 mical, 
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mical, or any other, Societies, we find it, not 
only agreeable to the ſtricteſt Rules of Propor- 
tion, but, in conſequence of that, neceſſary 
and expedient, to have Perſons of higher and 
lower Stations: To have Kings and Subjects, 
Maſters and Servants, or the like. This Ine- 
quality, among 'em, leaves room, not only 
for the Exercile of Friendihip or Benevolence, 
but alſo for the Enjoyment of thar true Hap- 


ineſs, which reſults from the due Exerciſe of 


them: As, beſides, it contributes to the Wel 
fare of the whole Body, and furniſhes it with 
proper Materials for acting, in order to gratify 
the Deſires or Neceſſities of each Individual. 
IF, then, we conſider this World as one, en- 
tire, Politic, Body, fitting up for a nobler Ex- 
iſtence hereaſter, we ſhall, perhaps, find, that 


the Supreme Politician, by the unequal Dil: 


tribution of his Favours among Men, by indulg- 
ing ſome more than others, does not act, meer- 
ly, out of ſpecial Grace; but according to the 


trueſt Rules of Wiſdom, and as the Fitneſs of 
Things does really oblige him. And, by Pa- 


rity of Reaſon, when he gives and continues 
a Revelation to ſome, and ſuffers others to be 
wichout it, that he's carrying Things on to 
the trueſt Purpoſes, and doing what is really 
beſt upon the whole. e 
BUT we, who are imperfect and ſhort- 
ſighted Creatures, and can't look thro' the 


whole Extent of his Government, are apt to 
find Fault with his beſt Schemes, becauſe they 
are not order'd juſt as we would have 'em. 


E 2 Whereas 
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Whereas we ought either to be more modeſt, 
or elſe to realon better than we do. If we 


examine the ſeveral Beings in the Univerſe (at 


leaſt that Part of it we are acquainted with) we 
{hall ſee them in different Poſitions and Orders, 
and cach of 'em wilely and rec: zularly plac'd : 

The loweſt neceſſary for the Support of the 
higheſt, and the higheſt neceſſary for the Sup- 
port of the loweſt. Shall we, then, fay, be- 


Cauſe all are not upon a L. evel, therefore none 


of 'em are under the Piredtion of Wiſdom? 


Or, becauſe all Men ate not Kings and Princes, 


mall we fay that Government is tyrannical 
or unjuſt? Such Doctrine as this, ſure, tends 
to involve us in Anarchy and Confuſion; 
to convert the World into a perfect Babel; 


nay, would lead us, at laſt, to downright A- 


theiſm: As any one, that ſeriouſly conſiders 
it, Will perceive. 
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SO that, it can be no juſt Argument againſt "3 


down the Sufficiency of Reaſon, and ſay it 


was not given for a Rule of Life, becaule | ? 
all Creatures are not indu'd with it. But, 
ſure, he would be reckon'd an anreaſonable | 
Man, and void of, what we call, common!“ 
Senſe, who advanc'd any wild Notions like 


this. Wou'd he not? J appeal to the Judg- 


ment of all honeſt Perſons, and deſire het 1 
1 im. 


the Credibility of the Goſpel, to ſay that it 
has not univcrially obrain'd; or that all Na-.“ 
tions are not favour'd with it. He that will = 
Cavil at it, on this Account, may equally . 1 
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( 29 ) 
See Verdict about it; perſuading mylar 
they will give it in my Favour. 
AS for the Goſpel's being withholden from 
the World for many Ages, that, I'm convinc'd, 
can be no Argument againſt the Truth of it. 
Mankind had not always the ſame need of it: 
and, therefore, the Divine Being had no Oc- 
caſion, to give 'em ſuch a clear Revelation of 
his Will, until they wanted it. No; when 
the World was cover'd with wild Diſorder, 
and Sin had ipread Confuſion over it, then 


ir was molt proper for him to interpoſe, and 
vouchſafe his gracious Aſſiſtance or Aid. Then 


it was ſeaſonable to cry aloud to 'em, and 
let his almighty Power on work before them. 
Qu rut is Cives ? Qua vos dementia cept ? 
{in ye, turn ye, why will ye die? This is my 


beloved Son; hear him, Learn of hin, for, he 
7s meek and humble in Heart, and has CON: 
ſceuded to become your Inſtruttor and Maſter. 


Tate, then, his Yoke upon you; bis profitable, 
as well as eaſy for you; and youll find Con- 
tentment of Mind by it ſuch Expoſtulations 


and Counſels as theſe, I ſay, recommended 
by ſtriking Diſplays of Power, and enforc'd by 


other Motives and Arguments. were molt 
neceſſary in a corrupt and degenerate Age, 
or when the Earth was delug'd with prevailing 


Wickedneſs. And, until it was in theſe Cir- 


cumſtances, there wa'n't ſuch Need of the Di. 
| vine interpoſal. 


SO that there can be no juſt as for 


pectin | the Chriſtian Revelation, as not be- 


ing 


1 
> 
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ing of Divine Original, or not having been 


given of God, becauſe it was not ſooner pro- 


7 


mulg'd; any more than to ſuſpect that Reaſon 
is not from him, becaule it is not born with 
us in its utmoſt Perfection, but grows to Ma- 
turity by Degrees. Tis ſufficient that the 
former was vouchfaf'd to the World, when 
there was the greateſt need of its beamy In- 


fluence : As the Perfection of the latter is 


moſt neceſſary, when Perſons attain to a 


State of Manhood, and are capable of being 
_ uſeful to Civil Society. But Men, who don't 


think to the Bottom of Things, but are ſtruck 


with airy and ſuperficial Appearances, are apt 


to fancy, that they fee Faults, where there 


are none, in Truth and Reality, at all. They 
don't examine Matters fairly, nor conſider the 


Arguments on both Sides, bur take up with 
thoſe which lie in one Scale, without attend— 
ing to the other which infinitely preponderares. 


And, until they are more candid and impartial, 


they may expect to hold their odd Notions, 
and to be ſubject to the groſſeſt Deluſions. 
BY this I would not be underſtood to aſſert, 


that none who, actually, disbelieve the Goſ- 


pel, are Men of Probity, Ingenuity or Can- 


dor, or free and unprejudic'd in their Enquiries 


for Truth. No; far be it from me to {ſuggeſt 


ſuch a Thought, or to advance any Thing, 
that might look like it. On the contrary, 


I'm perſuaded, there may be ſome honeſt Per- 


ſons, who believe nothing of a Divine Reve- 


Jation, or that God never gave any to Man- 
N kind. 
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. 
kind Things don't affect all Minds alike, nor 
appear to every one in the fame Point of Light. 
All, therefore, that 1 intend by this Reproof is, 
that ſome may be ſuppos'd to be prejudic'd in 
their Opinions, or to take 'em upon truſt from 
favourite Authors, without being ſo ingenuous 
in examining as they ſhould be, This is what 
I meant by the above Aſſertion, and, I hope 


none. Will think I meant more by it. 


BUT, quitting this Digreſſion, I go on to 
the main Argument. And, a 
IF it be ſaid, that the Goſpel promiſes Men 
Salvation upon their Faith in Chriſt, which can 
have nothing valuable in it, becauſe there is 
no Virtue in believing any Truth, how im- 
portant ſoever it may be in itſelf; and, in con- 
ſequence of that, the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures may be, juſtly, queſtion'd by us; 
I Anſwer, that whenever Salvation was at 
firſt promis'd to any upon their believing in 
Chriſt, it was done with a Deſign to make them 
enquire into the Nature of the Goſpel Conſtitu- 
tion, and to hearken to ſuch Inſtructions, as 
they might learn from it. Mankind knew 
themſelves to be chargeable with Guilr, and 
that they merited Puniſhment on the Account 
of it, And therefore there could be nothing 
more likely to bring them to an Examination 
of the Goſpel Rules, and a Senſe of their Ob- 
ligations to live anſwerable to them, than 


to promiſe them Happineſs in a future World, 
upon Condition that they ſincerely believed. 


In this the Wiſdom of God ſhined very con- 
Rt | ſpicuous, 
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632) 
ſpicuous, and our Bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles 
ſhow'd, by it, that they, perfectly. underſtood 
Haman Nature. For, when Men have throw'd 
oft all Regard to Virtue, or have given them— 
ſelves up to Immortality and Vice, the beſt 
Way,; to profciyte t them to a Religious Courle, 
is, co ſet Truth in a clear Light before them, 


and to uſe proper Ways of workin? upon their 


Hopes s and Fears, in order to ſtir chem up more 
cordia! 15 re embrare if. Bart, 
WHAT readier or better Method could they 


take for doing this, than to tell thoic with whom 


they convers'd, that, if they bcliev'd tne Gol- 
pel, they {hould be ſaved. and, if they believ'd 
nor, they ſhould be damn'd? This, lure, was 
likely to work upon their Reaſon and Paſſions, 
to make 'em throw. oft all Prejudices, act a 
candid and ſincere Parr, and by making an im- 
partial Enquiry ieren which there can be 
no Religion) to lay the Ground work of Vir- 
tue; and ſo to attain to a Perception of the 
Truth: The Goſpel being, at firſt, fo clear 


and evident, that an unprejudic'd Mind might 


be ſuppos'd capable of ſeeing its Divinity. 
ACCORDINGLY, where any diſcover'd a 

ſinccre Diſpoſition, in complying with theſe 

Meaſures, they had a Promiſe of cternal Life 


made them, to encourage them to maintain it. 
And, if they continued ſincere in acknowledging |. 


and profetſ ng the Truth, or what, upon the 


beſt Enquiry, appear'd ſuch ro them, they 


had a Title given them ro the Happineſs which 
was promis d; and, had they died then, might 
have 


(33-3 


have been adyanced to it. Whereas, if, on 
rother hand, they rejected the Truth, ſnow'd 


no regard for it; or acted contrary to their 


Belief of it; they, then, forfeired that Hap- 

pinels, and, in the Nature of Things, were 

unqualified for it, 
*TIS true, | | 


THAT, in the bare Belief, of Things, 


there is no Virtue, becauſe a Man can't with- 
hold his Aſſent from them, when once they 


appear to him; and, becaule his Belief refers 


to Things, which, in their Nature, are evil and 


falle, as well as to thoſe which are good and 


true, Bur till, to lay aſide Prejudices, to judge 


impartially, and to attain to a full Perſuaſion of 
Mind, do always teſtify an honeſt Induſtry, 
and are the Goundwork of all Religion. And 
be who begins thus, begins well, all his Proceed- 
ings being bad without theſe. But then, a Per- 
ſon muſt not ſtop here, but, go on to the Per- 
ſormance of thoſe Duties, which his Perſuaſion, 
- or Conviction, points out to him. In this Caſe 
be muſt manage as his Underſtanding directs 
him, and proceed in a regular Courſe of Vir- 
tue; behaving himſelf right in the ſeveral Re- 
lations, which he finds he ſtands in to other 
| Beings. For, there is the ſame Obligation in- 
cumbent on him to continue in a right Way, 

that there was, at firſt, to be active or inqui- 
ſitive in finding it out. And there could be 
1 no more Reaſon to reckon him a good Man, 
for acquiring a true Knowledge of Things, 
when he does not regulate his Converſation 7 
, 1295 * it: 
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as the Nature of God. 
per, to thar good Spirit which his Goſpel 


him in his Actions. N 
which reſults from a rational Enquiry (as far 
as any one has Opportunity of examining) or | 
ſuch a firm Perluaſion of Mind, as Men ſhould | 


( 34 ) 


it; than there would be to account him ſuch for 


doing {| me virtuous Actions in his Life, when 
he atterward cealcs to do any more, or, when 
he gives himletf up to Indolence and Vice. Cir- 
cumſtandes, indeed, may alter or change, and 

the Reaſons, for acting, preciſely, one Way, 


may, in contequence of Thar, ceaſe or be null'd; | 


but the Obligations to Virtue mult contitiue 
unalterabie. becauſe, they are as immutable 


NOW, this ſincere Frame of Heart and Life 
the Scriptures generally call a believing in 
Chriſt; becaule it implies a Conformity of Tem- 


breathes. It docs not ſignify a credulous Al- 
lent, which has no Evidence, in a Man's own 
Breaſt, ro ſupport ir, or to excuſe or juſtify 
No; but that ſort of Faith, 


conduct themſelves by, and carry along with 


them, thro' the whole Courſe of their Lives. 
And, 


THIS. indeed, is what any Revelation cou'd, | 
Fee, be given to the World for; namely, | 
to make Perſons exercile their own Reaſon, | 
and 26 according to their beſt Judgment. For, 


their inward Repoſe always did, and ever will, 
depend upon thele. 
thing more than the Happineſs of Mankind, 


he muſt, certainly, approve of their making a 
there being no Way but this, 
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by which they can maintain a good Conſcience, 
or obtain that Felicity which he intended tor 
them. Nay, every Man mult approve of it 
in himſelf, and can't but commend others, 
1 when he knows they do it; becaule *tis an 
Indication of an ingenuous Mind, and proves, 
. that a Perſon may be depended upon, as he 
? won't act without the Approbation of his Con- 
- ſcience, but will follow its Advice or ÞDircc- 
tion in all Things. TT 
_ HENCE it is, that the Pardon of Sins was 
ſometimes, in the Goſpel, offer'd Men upon 
their believing ; and the Remiſſion of all their 
gf | paſt Guilt promis'd them. It was nor, mecrly, 
upon declaring that they believ'd; but upon 
Condition that they diſcover'd an ingenuous 
Temper, and were open to embrace Truth, 
when it appear'd to em. And, py 
FOR the ſame Realon it is, that our Blef- 
ſed Lord, and his Diſciples, and Apoltles, 
made the healing of Diſeaſes, to depend upon 
| Mens Faith, and never denied any Favours, 
they ask'd, when they ſhow'd any thing of 
a fincere Diſpoſition: As we learn from 
many Paſſages in Scripture, which it is need- 
\ leſs to mention. Nor is any Thing more com- 
mon in the World, than ſuch a Sort of Ma- 
nagement. For whenever Perſons, at any 
Time, ſhow an honeſt or downright Behaviour, 
or are well meaning Men, however ſimple they 
may be in ſome Reſpects, almoſt every Body 
will with *em well, If they're in Diſtrets, they 
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will help them; If in Want, they'll relieve 


them; If they are ſick, they'll be concern'd 
for them; If they die, they'll lament them; 
Nay, if they could, they would raiſe them 
from the Dead, as Jeſus did. And what more 


could they do for*em? For, happy they could 
not make them; becauſe, that muſt always | 
depend upon their own Induſtry, in making a 
right Uſe of that Liberty, or Free- Agency, 


wherewithal God endow'd them, 
SO that when Faith in Chriſt is repreſented 


in the Goſpel, as the Terms of Acceptance with 
God; tis juſt of the ſame Stamp with that Sin- 


cerity or Honeſty of Heart, which is made te 
Terms of Acceptance with Men, or, at leaſt, } 


which all ſober and wiſe Men do moſt highly el 


teem, and reckon the moſt valuable Ingredient 
in any Character. Or elle, when it is fo repre. 
ſented to us, it may be conſider'd as a publick | 
Declaratiop of an eternal Truth, which none 


can, modeſtly, pretend to diſpute ; ſuch as, that | 
they who, habitually, act according to their | 


beſt Judgments, or, which is the ſame Thing, þ 
the Rules of right Reaſon, or, which is, ſtill þ_ 
the ſame, the Chriſtian Revelation; that they, 
I fay, ſhall be amply rewarded, and eternally le- | 
cure of the Favour of God. Nay, that they“ 


ſhall, not only. be happy hereafter, but enjoy 


true Peace of Mind here: Happineſs and Virtue | 
being generally connected. or at leaſt conſequent | 
And then, it will follow, | 
that the promiſing Forgiveneſs, Salvation, or | 
the like, to honeſt or good Men, is only aſ- 
—- ſerting 
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be | 3 | Io . 

ſerting a Principle of natural Religion, which 
7 ever was, and will be, acknowledg'd by all 
> ſober and judicious Perſons, and which Hea- 


thens were firm in the Belief of. ; 
_ UPON which Account, I think, it would 
be highly unreaſonable in any one, to find 


| Fault with Chriſtianity, for "aying ſo great a 


Streſs upon Faith, ſince Natural Religion (as it's 


| | call'd) does the ſame; and ſince Faith is the 


Baſis and Support of all Virtue, without which 
a Perſon can't approve himſelf to God or Man, 


nor, upon cool Reflection, be ſatisfied with 
in- HFimſelf. 1 5 


BUT if it ſhould be further ſaid, 18 

THAT the Chriſtian Religion abounds with 
Errors, Abſurdities, Myſteries and the like, 
which none who think at all can credit; and, 
therefore, that there is juſt reaſon to queſtion 
its Divinity; I anſwer, „ | 


* THAT any one, who, after an impartial 
Examination, finds Falſhoods or Abſurdities in 


it, is oblig'd to reject them; and to receive 


g x nothing for Truth, tho it might pretend to be 
Il cloth'd with the higheſt Authority, that does 


not appear ſuch to his own Underſtanding. 
For, as that was given him for a Monitor and 
Guide, as he can't be ſo ſure of any thing as 
of his own Exiſtence, and that he receiy'd 
his thinking Powers from God, and, in Con- 
ſequence of that, is accountable to him for the 
Improvement of em; therefore he muſt make 
his Underſtanding the Rule, or Judge of all 


Things, that refer either to his Faith or Prac- 


tice. 


(38) 
tice. Nor, can he anſwer it to God or his Con- 
ſcience, if he does not make it, Becauſe, 
whatever it declares, after a fair Enquiry, is, 
at leaſt, as much the Voice of God to him, 
as any other external or internal Command 
can be given him. And he can, with greater 
Certainty, know the Sincerity of his own 
Mind, or that he does not deceive himfelf; 
than he can, that any Revelation, which-was 
convey'd thro! ſo many different Hands, 
thro' ſo many different Ages, and which 
contains Things (If it does contain any) ſeem- 
ingly repugnant to his Reaſon, is perfect. 
ly genuine ; and that no Artifices were ever 
us'd, by crafty or ambitious Men, to delude 
Mankind, and, among them, to impole up- 
on him. This, undoubtedly, is undeniable 
Truth. So that he can't be bound to receive 
any Thing as from God, which does not 
coincide with his own Reaſon, after bringing 
in its impartial Verdict to him, concerning the 
Nature of it, And the like may be ſaid of 
Myſteries. For, as theſe are ſuppos'd to be 
above his Underſtanding, 'tis impoſſible that 
he can be under any Obligation to believe 
them; becaule, in ſuch Caſe, he has no Way 
left for judging of them, ſo as to know that 
they are either true or falſe, good or evil; and, 
. conſequently, can't determine whether they are 
from God or not: There being no poſſible me. 
thod of deciding that Point, but by perceiving 
or underſtanding ſome Meaning in tge. 
C PARA- 


(-39:3 
PARABLES, indeed (which are ſometimes 


F call'd Myſteries, on account of the dark appea- 
rance which ar firſt they make, and the ſha» 


dy Form which they aſſume) may, after we 
have conſider'd them, become Objects of our 
Faith, and be very fit tor directing our Prac- 
tice, A Man may draw ulciul Morals from 
em, and be very much improv'd or edified by 
'em. And when Perſons won't bear a plain 
Reproof, or a clear and familiar fort of Diſ- 
courle, it may be proper to addreſs them in a 
paraboJical Way, and ſo give 'em an Opportu- 
nity of reproving themſelves, and applying the 


Moral to their own Cale. This Method may 
contribute, not only to the Improvement of their 
* Reaſon, but to the Reformation of their Lives 


another, alledging, that tho' Perſons can't be- 


and Manners too. It may excite. Shame, 


in the Hearers, iuſtead of Anger, prevent them 
from being prejudic'd againſt the Speaker, and 
render his Dilcourle more ſerviceable to *em. 
BUT, what Morals can a Perſon draw from 
ſtrictly unintelligible and profound Myſteries ? 
Or how can he be, properly, ſaid to believe 
them, when they are above the Reach of his 
Underſtanding? To believe 'em by Faith in 
Contradiſtinction to Reaſon, is an Expreſſion, 


or rather a Jumble of Sounds, without any 


determinate Meaning; and, therefore, ſhould . 
not be us'd by Men of Senſe, but be throw'd, 
with all ridiculous Things, out of every honeſt 


| Man's Creed. 


Ils true, ſome have oppos'd theſe to one 


lieve 


( 40) 
lieve this or the other Myſtery by Reaſon, they 
can do it by Faith. Whereas theſe only differ 
from each other, as a Thing in Motion does 
from itſelf when at reſt. Or, in other Words, 
Reaſon is that Faculty of the Mind, which, 
when quieſcent, does nothing, but, when ex- 


ercis'd about Objects which it underſtands, be- 


lieves them to be what they are or appear. 
And, in this Senſe, indeed, one may be ſaid to 
believe Things that are myſterious, 2. e. that 
they are myſterious, or he does not know 
what; but any more of 'em he can't believe; 
he can't make 'em a Part of his Religion, 
and ſo can have nothing to do with them at all. 


NOR would it avail any Thing to ſay, 


Faith is an Act of the Divine Being upon 
our Minds, by which we believe Things that 
* are above our Underſtandings. For, that 
© is both a Contradiction in Terms, and ruins 
the Cauſe which it might be adduc'd to ſup- 
port. If it be an Act of the Divine Being; 
the juſt Conſequence is, that it is not a Hu- 


man but Divine Aſſent, and, by Parity of 
-* Reaſon, that it is not Man, but God, who 


believes. 
SO that, I not only grant, but, I think, 


have prov'd, that no Perſon is oblig'd, to be- 


lieve Errors, Abſurdities, or Myſteries, in Re- 


ligion; nor any Thing that either contradicts, 
or is above, his Reaſon; ſince it is the ſame 
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see my Sermon, Religion plain, not myſterious, ce. pag- 13. 
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to him, from whatever Bcing the thing is pre- 
tended to come, if it docs not fecm juſt or 
rcalonable to his Underſtauding. But till, 

Il am of Opinion, that, granting all this to 
be true, it makes nothing againſt the Chriſtian 
Reyelation; while there are lo many Good 


Doctrines and Precepts in it, which lie level, 
cyen, to the meanelt Capacities; and which 


none can find Fault with, nor pretend to dif- 
prove, without denying the unalrerable Dif— 
terences of Things, and running into downs 
right Scepticiim. *Tis the Peculiar Glory, 
as well as Advantage, of it, that every Thing 
that's neceſſary to the Happineſs of a Chri- 
itian is, as the Prophet expreſles it, ſo plain 
and intelligible, that a running Man may 
read it, and be perfectly ſure of the Meaning 


of ir. And on this Account it fully anſwers 


the Deſign of a Revelation, and may be al- 
low d to be a proper Help in the Direction of 
e ? 
IF ir be ſaid; the Goſpel enjoins poſitive 
Duties, which repreſent God as an arbitrary 
Being, and can't be known to be appointed 


by him, not being founded on the Firnets of 


Things bur micerly depending on his Will or 


Command aid, therefore, that they ought to 


be Jook'd upon as abſurd I anſwer, 
THAT whatever God enjoins, “ is either 
fir, or unfir, in its own Nature; or neither 


— —_— 
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fit, nor unfit; or only fit, as he enjoyns 
it. 

IF it be fit in its own Nature; then, it 
cannot depend, meerly, on his Command, 
for its Fitneſs; bur, in ſome Reſpects, muſt 
be independent of it, and previous to it. 

IF it be unfit in its own Nature ; then, he 
cannot command it, unleſs he's an Evil Being; 
becauſe no perfectly well-diſpos'd Mind 
(which we conceive God to be) can com- 
mand any Thing that's unfit 
Ik it be neither fit, nor unfit; then, *tis 
nothing ; all Things, whether natural, moral, 
exiſtent, or poſſible, being one of thele. 

IF ir be only fit as he orders or commands 
it; then, he mult, certainly, be an arbirrary 
Being, becauſe he commands Things juſt as 
he pleaſes, not regarding their neceſſary 
and moral Qualities, nor their different Con- 
lequences, Tendencies, and Ends; and ſo may 
change the Nature of moral Good and Evil 
at pleature, and leave Mankind at the greateſt 
Uncertainty, to know, what he either ap- 

proves. or diſlikes. This is undeniable Truth. 

BUF, ture 1 am, at the ſame Time, that 
he has enjoin'd nothing upon us in the Gol: 
pet. bur what is fir prior to his Command, 
and of a moral and unchangeable Nature. 

The Deſien of that Revelation, as I've ſaid, 
was to reclaim Men from Immorality and 
| Vice, and eft bliſh them in a Courſe of Vir— 

tne. And altho? when it was firſt promulg'd 

in the World, tome were ſo hardy as to de- 
7 ſpiſe 


tl 


| dency, 
View, and bind Perſons over to the Obſervance 
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ppiſe or reject it, and would not ſubmit to 
its wholeſome Reſtraints; yet many were bet— 
ter'd by its ſalutary Laws, and the World was 
much reform'd by them. Whatever, then, 
bas a Tendency to recommend it, or to pre- 


ſerve the Light of it among us; whatever con- 


tributes to the Support of a Religion, which is 
calculated purely for publick Good, and to 
make a Socicty happier upon the whole, than 
we could realonably ſuppoſe them to be with- 


out it; whatever, I ſay, has this good Ten- 
muſt always be conſider'd in a moral 


THE Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Sup- 
per of the Lord, directly lead to the Produc- 


tion of theſe. By obſerving the former we 


profels the Chriſtian Religion, own or acknow- 


| ledge our Belief of it, and declare our Reſolu— 
tions to aſſert and maintain it. Whether we 
| baptize Infants or adult Perſons, we give plain 
| Teſtimony of theſe Things. Now, ſuch a 
| Profeſſion or Acknowledgment gives Occaſion 
to thoſe, who are converſant among us, (to 
whom we ſtand in the Relation of Brethren, 
and are, therefore, bound to do all the Good 
we can) it gives them Occaſion, I ſay, to en- 
quire into the Nature of the Goſpel Conſtitu- 
tion, and to embrace it aſter their Conviction 
of its Truth. And thereupon they receive 
| wholeſome Inſtruction, inforc'd by the ſtrongeſt 
Motives and Arguments, for advancing both 
| their preſent and future Happineſs. And, 
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BY celebrating the Lord's Supper, the ſame 
good Effects are likely to be produc'd. For, 
hereby, we prelcrve the Memory of Chriſt 
(who died in propagating his Golpel among 
us) and recommend his Religion to the 
Embraces of our Fellow Creatures, for their 
ſpiritual Improvement and Edification. At 
the fame Time we contels our Obligations to 
God and Chriſt, for furniſhing us with ſuch a 
uleful Scheme of Morals, and for giving it a 
Sanction at ſo expenſive a Rate: which muſt 
improve our focial Affections, and teach us 
io behave better to human Benefactors. 

ADD to this the vaſt Advantage, which may 
be ſuppos'd to accrue to us, and in Conle- 
quence of that, ro others; by thus ſetting the 
amiable Example of Chriſt before us. Here- 
by we may come to acquire a Refemblance 
to him, and to contract more Benevolent and 
God-like Diſpoſitions. There is a powerful 
Charm, in a good Example, which often con- 
ſtrains Men to copy after it, And the beauri- 
ful Qualities of a virtuous Character, unac- 
countably, gain acceſs to their Minds, con- 
ciliate their Eſteem, and raiſe their Emulation. 
Nay, when ſuch a Character, ſometimes, is not 
real, or exiſts no where but in Fable and Scene, 


it will, even then, appear with a pleaſing Luſtre, 


and ſtrike their Minds with ſuch refiſtlecſs Force, 
that it becomes the Object of their Love, 


Deſire. and Veneration too. And therefore, 
ſuppoſing Chriſtianity were an Impoſture, 


that the Accounts of its Author were Fabn- 
5 lous, 
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jous, and the Story of his Paſſion fictitious; 


vet. as it affords us the nobleſt Inſtances of 


Generoſity and Beneficence, that can be met 
with in all the Annals of Time, we might 
preſume to ſay, that it would contribute much 
to our advantage, on ſome Occaſions, to 


commemorate the Repreientation of bis 


Death. 

IHE Want of ſo illuſtrious and ſhining an 
Example was, doubtleſs, a Lofs to the Hca- 
then World Tho' they had tome among 'em 
of Excellent Morals, who recommended Be- 
nevolence, as the Support of Happineſs; yer, 


none of 'em practic'd it to ſuch Perfection, as 


the glorious Pattern now betore us. 


THEIR boaſted Caro fell a Victim to his 


own Paſſions, and died, not for Truth, but 
for Fear of Car. He dreaded the Thoughts 


of Slavery and Bondage, and, to avoid theſe, 


was his own Murderer. But had he waited 
God's Time, or ſtaid for the final Iſſue of 
Things, ſuppoſe they might have happened as 
his Fears ſuggeſted; he, then. might have 
ſerv'd the Caule of Virtue, and have merited 


the Name of a Martyr for Liberty. 


REGULUS, as great a Man as he, did 
not ſuffer, neither, for publick Good, but to 


fulfil a Promiſe of little Importance. 
Whereas, : 


THE BLESSED JESUS ſuffer'd. entirely, 


for the Good of Mankind, and died, purely, for 


the Sake of the Publick ; cheerfully ſubmitring, 


at the ſame Time, to the Will of God, and hear- 


tily 
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tily forgiving the Inſtruments of his Death, 5 


And he has thereby let before us ſuch an Ex. | 
ample of conſummate Generoſity and Benevo. þ 


lence, Courage and Fortitude, as 1s worthy 


to be admir'd and imitated by Men and An- 
gels, tho it can be equall'd by none of then. 


And, conlequently, it muſt be of great Ser. 


vice to us, on proper Occaſions, ſeriouſſy to 
contemplate it, to form lively Ideas of it, and 
to put on Reſolutions to conform ourſelycs to 


it. 


Son to deliver a Syſtem of Morality to us; 
if his Son was pleaſed to agree to the Miſſion, 


and cheerfully died in the Public Service ; the | 
Juſt Conſequence ſeems to be, that we are in- 


violably bound to teſtify our Gratitude, by 
erecting ſome Monuments of their Favours; 

and to commemorare Chriſt's Death as we arc 
order'd to do it; ſuch a Way being moſt agree. 
able and pleaſing to the Deity. 

- GRATITUDE, is an eſſential Part of Jul- 
tice; and Men are as rcally bound to acknow- 
ledge the Favours they receive, as if they had 
formally contracted to refund or repay them, 
"Tis not meerly Contract or Agreement, that 
binds them over to the Performance of Things. 
No; to place Morality on ſuch a Foundation, 
is the moſt effectual Way to ruin or deſtroy it, 
and drive all Religion out of the World at 

once. Tis acting according to the fitneſs of 
Tbings, and diſcharging the obligations we 


know 


BESIDES, if God was pleas'd to ſend his 
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know ourielves under (whatever Way we are 


. brought under them) that entitles us to the Cha- 
racter of virtuous: 


{o that whoeyer is want. 


ing in this Diſpoſition, or fails to ſhew a 


if « grateful Senſe of 
| « 2 ſtrong Benevolence towards his Bene- 
factor, is look'd upon as the worſt of Man- 
| + kind, and always treated with the utmoſt 


a Benefit receiv'd, 


Deteſtarion : The Ablence of this Senſe be- 


ing always mark'd as the greateſt Depravity 


. of human Nature, ſcarce conſiſtent with any 
Degree of moral Virtue. 


BUT, what Benetactor have we fo great 


as God ? Or, what Friend ſo kind as his Son 


whom he ſent? The Good they 
us is ſo very remarkable, and lo extraordinary 


have done 


both in Kind and Degree, that it merits our 


| higheſt Acknowledoment 
it "muſt be but 
it. And therefore, when our Bleſſed Lord or- 


and Eſteem; and 
Juſt in us, publicly, to own 


ders us to do this in Remembrance of him, 
| he only deſires us to do a Thing which muſt 
be allow'd to be fit and equitable in its Na- 


ture, and, 


Conſe- 


conſidering its Reaſons, 


| quences, and Ends, to be indiſpenſibly binding 


: upon us. 


FROM which 'tis evident, that the Chriſ- 


tian Sacraments, contributing ſo much to pub- 


lic Good, being calculated for the Happineſs 
of each Individual, being highly reaſonable in 
themielves, antecedent ro any Thing ot a Di- 


22 


vins Command, and tending to make us bock 


wiſer 


and 


648) 
wiſer and better, are, certainly, of a moral 
and unchangeable Nature. 

HOWEVER, If it ſhould be ſaid, that it 
may be a moral Dury to prelerve the Chriſtian 
Religion among us, to recommend it to the 
Enquiry and Embraces of our Fellow Crea. 
tures, to keep up Aa Remembrance of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to aim at an Imitation of his ex- 
ample ; Bur ſtill, to baptize or ſprinkle with 
Water, aud to cat Bread and drink Wine, are 
"Things in their Nature, wholly, poſitive, de- 
pendent on arbitrary Will or Command, and 
therefore the Objection | is ſtill valid apainſt 
them; | an{iver, 

THAT if the baprizing or ſprinkling with 
Water, or the cating Bread "and drinking Wine, 
had any immoral or evil Tendency, none 
could be oblig'd to pay a Regard to 'em; nor 
could any know or believe them to be ap— 
pointed of God; ſince they would, then, ſeem 
contrary to his natural and moral Perſections. 
But as, on the contrary, they are perfectly in- 
nocent, even when conſider'd in their moſt 
abſtracted Light, they may be ſuppoſed to be 
as proper and fit for anſwering the Ends intend- 
ed by them, as any other Things that could be 
pitch'd upon. And this is one Reaſon which de- 
rermin'd the Divine Being to make Choice of 
cm. His Will or Appointment did not make 
them fit; but they were lo in themſelves, ante- 
cedent to either, as they were plain, common, 
and familiar, Things, and caly for all Chriſtians 
to have Recourſe to. And, therefore, he _ 
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be reckon'd an arbitrary Being, for appointing 
them. For, the Notion which we form (and 
which is certainly the true Notion) of fuch a Be- 
ing is, that he's one who makes his ſole Will and 
Pleaſure, a Reaſon for his Command, without 
regarding the different Tendencies of Things, 


in their own Nature Good or Evil; and with- 


out propoſing any End, by the Injunction which 


he gives but the Gratification of his own Ca- 
price. But this, ſure, cannot be ſaid of God, 
on Account of his inſtituting theſe external 


Symbols in the Chriſtian Sacraments: Becauſe, 
ſome ſuch Things were neceſſary, and theſe 


were, at leaſt, as proper as any. Why, then, 


is he an arbitrary Being for enjoining them, 


when they are calculated for wiſe Ends and 


| Purpoſes, and as fit for leading us to the Prac- 
rice of Virtue, as any that we could fix up- 
on ourſelyes? Or why are not we, who are 
related to him, obliged to do what he enjoins 
| us, when we find it conducive to publick 
| Good ? Perhaps you'll ſay, how can we know 
| that he enjoins ſuch Things? I anſwer, by | 
| conſidering that ſome outward Means are fit 

for being made Signs of our Duty, in order 


to engage us to perform it. And one Thing 


| may be as fit as any other. And, if it be as fir, 


it muſt certainly be fit; for which Reaſon 
God may appoint it, and we, fure, may know 
his Appointment, when we haye an cxpreſs 


| Account of it. Bur, 


PERHAPS you'll fay again, how can ſuch 
Things be Moral or Unchangeable? I anſwer: 
3 Juſt 
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Juſt as far as any other Things; that is, as far 
as the Realon for obſerving them ſeems neceſ- 
ſary. While that continues, they muſt be 
valid. And, until that ceaſes, they cannot 
be null'd. For, tho it may ſeem contrary to 
the common Maxim, Neceſſity has no Law, 
there are few or no Laws, but what Neceſlity 
makes. However, 2 

OUR Obligation to obſerve theſe Goſpe 
Ordinances does not take its Riſe, or derive 
its Force, wholly, from the Divine Command 
but rather from this important Conſideration, 


which influenc'd the Divine Being to command 


them: vg. that whatever contributes to the 


Welfare of Society, as they may reaſonably 
be ſuppos'd to do, ought always to be re- 


garded by each Individual, as far, at leaſt, as 
there is Occaſion for it. And yet, 


HOW much Duſt hath been raiſed by ſome 


Perſons thro? their Attempts, to expoſe, what 
they call, poſitive Duties, and to prove their 
Inſignificancy and Uſeleſsneſs to the World, as 
well as the Impoſſibility of their being from 
God. They have manag'd their Arguments 
with the utmoſt Dexterity, ſhifted the Scenes 
from one fide to another, and, left no Stone 
unturn'd, to gain their Point. But to reaſon the 
Matter calmly with theſe Gentlemen, I humbly 


beg the Favour of them, to name any moral Du- 
ties, practis'd among Men, which are not, in 


lome Reſpect, occaſion'd thro' Poſitive, or, if 
that ſounds better, natural, Things; and the Ob- 
ſervance of which is not made neceſſary thro' 


human 
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human Inſtitutions. If they examine fairly, 
they will find it a little difficult to name any. 
EVEN the Duties of Juſtice, Charity, or 
the like, the moſt important in their Nature 
and Conſequences, are, in lome Meaſure, de- 
pendent on Things of this Sort. He, who 
pays another any Sum of Money which he 
borrowed, does, as we call it, a juſt Action; 
when, at the ſame Time, there is no Worth in 
Silver or Gold, but what is ſet on them by 
human Conſent. And he, who contributes 
to the Relief of the Poor, does, as we tile 
it, a charitable Action; when, it may be, his 
Contribution has no real Excellence, but what 
Uſe, Cuſtom, or, Authority, has given it. 
And yet, the doing either of theſe is reckon'd 
a moral Duty, tho the Things themſelves are 
only of human Appointment, and their Uſe 
| and Worth were ſettled before we were born. 
And, pray, why fo? Why; Becaule as theſe 
- poſitive Things (univerſally receiv'd and eſ- 
teem' d) ſufficiently anſwer the End of their 
Eſtimate, and rend to maintain public Order 
and Happineſs; we act according to the Rea- 
ſon and Fitnels of Things, and the Will of God 
in Conſequence of that, when, in our ſeveral 
Capacities, we punctually obſerve them. And 
the ſame may be ſaid of the Goſpel Inſtitu- 
tions. For, the Obſervance of them is a Mo- 
ral Duty, tho it depends in ſome Meaſure, on 
Things of Divine Appointment, whoſe Ule 
was determined or ſettled to our Hands, And 
why ſo? Why; for the Reafons mention'd 
5 N in 
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in the former Caſes; namely, becauſe as ſuch 
poſitive or external Symbols anſwer their End 
as well as any that could be inſtituted, have 
a Tendency to improve Men in true Religion, 


to keep up a Senle of it among em, to make 
them happy thro? the Practice of it, and, which 
perfects all, to recommend 'em to the Divine 


Favour ; we do what is fit and reaſonable in 
itſelf, and, conſequently, agreeable to the Di- 
vine Will, when we pay a due Reſpect to 


NOW, it would not be to any Purpoſe 


here, nor, in the leaſt, invalidate this Argu- 
ment, to ſay, that a Perſon may remember 


Jeſus Chriſt, and improve himſelf in true Re. 


ligion, without receiving any Sacraments at 


all, Becauſe, as many won't readily do thele 


| unleſs they have external Signs, and the Force 


of Exampie, to incite them to it, therefore it 
mult be incumbent on him, ſometimes, to join 
in the Ordinance, in order to give them a live- 
ly Repreſentation of their Duty. And his 
Virtue herein is more conſpicuous and laud- 
able; foraſmuch as he not only edifies him- 
ſelf, but does what tends to the Edification of 
others, and ſo acts according to the Rela- 
tion in which he ſtands to them. 

NEITHER would it anſwer any End, to ſay, 


that we have not the ſame Certainty for the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, which recommends ſuch 
Duties to us, that we have for many other 
Things in the World, For, granting this, 


it makes nothing at all againſt what 1 have ad- 
| panc d; 
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for the Truth of it. 


he has but the higheſt Probability for the Truth 
| of 
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yanc'd; ſince we have the higheſt Probabilit 
A Proof of this Sort 1s 
what determines us in many Caſes; and if it 
did not, in Things of an Hiſtorical Nature, 
we ſhould, often, become obnoxious to Public 
and Private, Human and Divine, Cenſure. 
Thus, 

A Man might have but a ſtrong, or the 

higheſt, Probability for the Truth of this Ac- 


count: vg. that, in a Foreign Country, ſome 


honeſt Brethren were greatly diſtreſs'd. or ſe- 
verely perſecuted for the ſake of Religion. 
And yet, if he were able to contribute to thcir 
Relief, but would not be prevail'd upon to 
do it, tho for no other Reaſon than that it 


was poſſible he might be deceiv'd, every one 


would reckon him an immoral Man, and dcſti- 
_ of Humanity, Benevolence, or Compat- 
ſion. 

OR, to bring it nearer home, 

HE might have but the ſtrongeſt Probability 
for the Truth of this, namely, that his Neigh- 
bour or Friend is in real Want ; bur ſtill if, he 
were in a Capacity of giving him Aſſiſtance, 
and would not give it, becauſe, he was not per- 
fectly ſure that his Circumſtances were ſuch 


as they were repreſented to him; he would 
be look'd upon as uncharitable or unkind, and 


void of all Pity, Tendernets or Generoſity. 
And, 9 0 


THE like may be ſaid of one, who dilre- 


eards the Goſpel Inſtitutions, purely, becauſe 
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of Chriſtanity. Such a one muſt, neceſſarily, 
incur the Character of an unreaſonable and 
ſceptical Mau, and be eſteem'd immoral in 
lome Degree; as he won't be ſatisfied with 
any Reaſons or Proofs, which don't amount to 
ablolute Demonſtration. - 

THUS, then, I think I have prov'd, there 
is nothing, properly, which the Goſpel re- 
quires, but what is obligatory on all Chriſtians : 
aud altho there are ſome poſitive or natural 


Things in it (and in what Religion are there 


not ſome) appointed as Means of our Obe- 


dience, or Signs for pointing out the Reaſons Þ 
of it, that the Duties themſelves are ſtrictly Þ 


Moral, and the Reaſons for obſerving them 


ſufficiently valid. 5 


HENCE it follows, that there is no juſt 


Ground for the Diſtinction which is commonly 
made between moral and poſitive Duties. No, 
but if we would ſpeak, properly, on this Head, 


we ſhould ſay, that one Action may be pre- 
ferable to another, and that the molt neceſſary 
Work ſhould always take Place, tho there may 


be an infinite Number of Things, in their own 
Seaſon, moral and obligatory. And. 
HENCE it follows, that the Wickedneſs of 


Men is not (as it has, ſometimes, been repre- 
ſented to be) an Argument for their abſtaining 


from the Sacrament, or for not having it ad- 
miniſtred to them. For, ſince I have prov'd 
it of a moral Nature, and inſtituted on pur- 
poſe to ſupport Religion, the Immorality of 
their Lives can no more be a Reaſon, why 
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they ſhould not receive it, or be admitted to 
it, than it is, why they ſhould not pray, or 


ſing Plalms, or do any Thing of the like Sort. 


*'TIS true, that none ſhould ever come to 
it, with Hearts fill'd with Malice or Revenge; 
becauſe, then, they can get no Benefit by it: 
on the contrary, they muſt condemn them- 
ſelves for it, and be, alſo, condemn'd by the 
ſupreme Being, who ſearches and ſees the Hearts 
of all Men, and is only pleas'd with the Rec- 
titude of their Frame. But ſtill, if they har- 
bour no bad Thoughts in their Minds, or are 
lorry for what they have done amils, I mean 


when they approach to this Ordinance ; the 


Conſideration of their former Miſcarriages, 


| or that their Sins are both aggravated and re- 


cent, is no juſt Reaſon, either for their not 


joining in it, or not being allow'd to do it. 


For, why ſhould not one, why has been vi- 
cious or wicked, ſtrive to turn from the Evil of 
his Ways? Or, why ſhould not he endeavour 
to copy after a good Example, tho, perhaps, 
he has long follow'd a bad ? There are none, 
I'm perſuaded, can tell why he ſhould not. 
SOME, indeed, have been told, and others 


have imagined of themſelves, that they ought 


not to come to the Table of the Lord, until 


they have Evidence that they are Righ- 


teous Men, or Experience of their being in, 
what they call, a State of Grace: Upon which 
account ſome never come to it, imagining 


themſelves not fit for it. But, there is no- 
thing of Reaſon or Truth in this Notion, nor 


IS 
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is it any better than a groundleſs Imagination, 


For, were it ſo, that none ſhould commemo.- 
rate the Death of Chriſt, before they are truly 
religious Perſons, it would neceſſarily follow 
from it, that none ſhould grow better until 


they are better, nor attempt an Amendment 


before they are reform'd; nay, that none 


' ſhould endeayour to repent of their Sins, un- 


til they have actually repented of them: The 
Abſurdity of which is fo palpable and plain, 
that he muſt be very ſhort-ſighted, who can- 


not diſcern it. YE 
AND yet many are afraid, I ſay, to comu- 
nicate, fanſy ing themſelves unqualified for 


it. Whereas their Fear is nothing but Weak- 


neſs, and owing to want of Thought or Con- 


ſideration. To feed the hungry, or relieve 


the diſtreſſed, is more important than to re- 
ceive Sacraments, and has more in it of moral 


Excellence. And a Chriſtian ſhould not be 


more concern'd or terrified in doing the latter, 
than he ſhould be in doing the former. De- 


ſign and a regard to the Reaſon of Things are 


neceſſary to other Duties beſides communi- 


cating, in Order to render the Performance 


valuable. And a Perſon ſhould ſtrive to adt 


from right Principles, in doing theſe as well 
as that, The Reaſon for it is, becauſe, with- 
out this, he won't be a better Man, nor make 


any Improvement iu Virtue or Religion, tho' he 


may be the Author of Things that may prove, 


conſequentially, good to others, and which the 


World 
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; World (who only can judge by outward Ap- 
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pearances) may eſteem and commend him for. 
Now, 

BY this we may learn what was the real 
Intent of denouncing Judgments againſt un- 
worthy Receivers. It was not to hinder Men, 
who are habitually wicked, from coming to 
the Sacrament. No ; but to make 'em grave 
when they come to ir, and ſoberly regard 
the Reaſons or Deſigns of it, for their im- 
proving in thoſe Virtues, which they, really, 


want: To put em upon examining their own 


Lives, and comparing them with the Life of 
Jeſus, that upon ſeeing their unlikenels to his, 
they might be brought to alter and amend 
them, and conform themſelves to the Example 
which he ſer them. It was upon theſe Ac- 
counts, and to produce theſe good Effects, 


| that our Bleſſed Lord, and St. Paul afterward, 


by his Direction, pronounc'd theſe awful Words, 


He, that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 


eateth and drinketh Judgment to himſelf. 
Again, 1 . 
HENCE it follows, ſince it is a moral Duty 


to receive the Sacrament, that Perſons may 


take it in any Poſture, whether ſtanding, ſit» 
ting, kneeling, or leaning ; while they attend 
to the Reaſons or Ends of its Appointment, 


and obſerve a Decency at the Time of taking it. 
And, if they think coolly of this Matter, 


they will find that there is no more jaſt Ground, 
for ſcrupling any of theſe Poſtures, or mak- 


ing a nice Diſtinction between them, than 


I there 
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„ BUF, I muſt drop this Point, and go on. 


gives unworthy Repreſentations of the Deity, 


| therefore that we have Reaſon to doubt the 1“ 


(40-3 


there is for ſtanding out for one particular ſn 
Way of giving Alms, or contributing to the i 


Relief ot a ncceſſitous Object. ou 

AND this Conſideration is an Argument, 1 
why Chriſtians, of different Perſuaſions or dit 
Denominations, ſhould, ſometimes, commu- 1 '? 
nicate with one another; that they may i ©" 
thereby promote a mutual Harmony, and R 


eſtabliſh a general Amity among themlelves. C: 
This would contribute to the Support of A 
Chriſtianity, and ſtrengthen its Intereſt with fa 
an inviolable, Firmnels, Twou'd render it bi 
lels expos'd to the Cavils of its Enemies, K 
and leave 'em leis Room for cenſuring its la 
Friends: as it might remove that Coldneſs Þ © 
and Uncharitablencts, that Bigotry and Stiff- I 
neſs, which (God knows) are too prevailing 
among them. . 


And. . N 
. IF it ſhould be alledg'd, that the Goſpel 


and deicrives him as a cruel or mercileſs Being, 
who required ſtrict Satisfaction for the Breach of 
his Laus, and puniſh'd his own innocent Son 
for the jake of the Guilty, rather than he Þ 
would abare any Thing of ſtrict Juſtice; and 85 


Truth of it. I anſwer, 8 
THAT as the World was immers'd in Im. 5 
morality and Wickedneſs, and God always ; 


deſired their Happineſs, twas neceſſary he 


ſhould | . 
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ſhould ſend one among 'em, to reclaim 'em 


from the Error of their Ways, and to point 
out thoſe Paths of Virtue, which they had de- 
viated from. Accordingly he ſent an cxtraor- 
| dinary Perſon or prime Miniſter upon this Er. 
rand, whom he dignified with the Title of his 
F own Son, and whom he order'd to run all 
| Rilques of his Life, rather than baulk the 
| Caule which he appointed him ro manage: 
Aſſuring him, withal, that, upon the right and 
faithful Management of it, he would advance 
him to the higheſt Honour and Dignity of his 
Kingdom; which would abundantly compen- 
| late all the Damage or Hardſhip, which he 
might meet with in the Courle of his Miniſtry. 


BUT this Perſon not making thar florid and 


gay Appearance, which is/ admir'd by Man- 


| kind, and which the Fews, of the Age then, 
expected from their Prince, many of them 
| were ſo offended at him, that they look'd upon 
him with Contempt and Diſdain, ridicuPd his 
| Perſon, and diſparaged his Authority : And, 
upon his inſiſting on a Divine Miſſion, took 
him by Force, and crucified him with wicked 
Hands. - 


NOW, becauſe the World was overſpread 


with Wickedneſs, and God fent his Son into 
it, when he muſt, at leaſt, have expected that 
| this might be his Fate, therefore he is faid in 


 Þ Scripture wo? to have {par*d him, but to have 


deliver d him up for us all. 


NOT that he animated the Inſtruments of 


| his Death to commit ſuch a barbarous Action as 
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to kill him; or demanded his Life as a Satisfac. 
tion, Atonement, or Reparation, for the Breach 
of his Laws. No; but only, as Mankind 
wanted a Revelation, he was pleas'd to favour 
them with it, tho he knew it might colt the 
Meſſenger, his Lite, by whom he gave it. 
For, he could not infilt upon ſuch ſtrict and 
rigorous Terms, as to rcquire an innocent Per- 
ſon's Life to gratify his Revenge, without 
which he would have deſtroy'd the Guilty. 
To maintain ſuch a Doctrine would be, to 
give the moſt unworthy Accounts of the Deity, 
and to paint him in the moſt diſagreeable and 
monſtrous Shape. And, had this been the 
Cale with him, there wou'd neither have been 
Mercy nor Juſtice in it; becauſe ſuch a ſtrict 
Method of proceeding cou'd have left no 
Room for either of em; but wou'd have en- 
rirely deſtroy'd all that Goodneſs and Benevo- 
lence, which we take to be the greateſt Per- 
fections and Ornaments of his Nature, and are 
propos d to us, for our conſtant Imitation. 
NOW, that there cou'd be no Mercy in it 
is evident, if he demanded and receiy'd a ple- 
nary Satisfaction, for the Violation of his 
Laws, or for the Sins of Mankind. And, 
that there cou'd be as little Juſtice, is as plain, 
if the Perſon, who was innocent, was, really, 
puniſh'd. and they, who were guilty, were 
indemnified or ſet free. How then, can we 
adjuſt this Matter, ſo as to ſet it in a rational 
Light, and ſave the Divine Character from the 
Stigma of Cruelty or Injuſtice? No —_— 
f than 
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(which is nothing but the 
Truth) that, as God deſign'd that his Crea- 
tures might be happy, and be reſcu'd from a 
State of abject Slavery, he ſent his Son a- 
mong them, in order to reform them; left. 
them, as free Agents, to do what they pleaſ- 
ed to him; and, as he commonly does, let 
Things take their Courſe. And if his Son 
was kill'd in the Execution of his Office, his 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, or Mercy, can ſuffer no 
Diminution by it, but may be fairly and ho- 
nourably vindicated and ſecur'd. For, God 
had promis'd him a Reward for what he might 
ſuffer; rais'd him from the Dead, that he 
might advance him to it; and knew that his 
Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, would 


engage many Perſons to conſider what he told 


them, and to believe the Account of Things 
which he gave them. And therefore Chriſt, 
according to the Orders which he receiv'd, and 
to convince Men of the Reality of his Miſſion, 


and give 'em a full Confirmation of it, ſub- 


mitted to the fatal Stroke of his Enemies, and, 
cheerfully, reſign d his Life to em: telling them, 


That it was Heaven's Deſire that he ſhould 


ſuffer for eſtabliſhing the Truth of the Scrip- 


tures; and, that, if it were not neceſſary, * he 


could pray to his Father, who cou'd, preſently, 
ſend him more than twelve Legions of An- 


gels, and ſoon deliver him out of their Hands. 
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HENCE it is that our Bleſſed Lord is aid, 
in the New Teſtament, re have died for our 
Sins, to be a Propitiation for them, to have 
offer d up himſelf a Sacrifice for them. and 
the like ; namely, becaule they were the Oc- 
caſion of his coming into the World, and, of 
his Sufferings and Death, in Conſequence of 
it; and becauſe he would not have come, ſuf. 
fer d. or died, had not the World been in a 
ſinful Condition. And, 

HENCE it is that he is ſaid, to have de. 
truer'd us from the Vrath which was to have 

come, to have made bur Peace by the Blood of 
Bi Croſs and to have appeas d to put away 


Hin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf; even, be- 


caule he loſt his Life, in Tpublihiag and propa- 
gating the Revelation which he gave; diſpell'd, 
in ſome Meaſure, the Wickedueſs Which had 
prevaild; reſtor'd Men, thereby, to true 
5 Tranquility of Mind; and put them into a 
Capacity of enjoying Peace with God. 
I Hs appears to me to be a true Account 
of Chriſt's Death, and the Senſe in which we 
ſhould underſtand the Scriptures concerning it. 
Nor, can I ſee, as I faid before, that we can 


put it upon any other Baſis (i. e. We can't un- 


derſtand it as a propitiatory, ſatisfactory, or 
atoning. Sacrifice, that appeas'd the Deity, 
and incired him to [ſhall 1 call it) pardon Sin- 


ners, Without which he would not have par- 
don'd them) unleſs we would deſtroy the no- 
bleſt Perfections of his Nature, and affront 
him i in the moſt baſe and unworthy Manner. 


For, 


( 63 ) 
For, is he a Being of ſuch Strictneſs and Se- 


verity, that he won't abate an Ace of his 


Right? Or rather, muſt he brib'd to do what 
is Right, with no leſs a Premium than that of 
Blood? That be far from thee, O moſt Blel: 
ſed God, 7o ſliy the Righteors for the Wicked ! 
Thou, who art the Fountain of Truth, and 
the inimitable Pattern of all Goodnels, that be 
very far from thee! . 
BESID ES, if God had ſtood out upon ſuch 

ſtrict Terms, how could he deſire us to for- 
give one another, when, properly ſpeaking he 
never forgave? Either it would be right in us 
to follow his Example, and always demand full 
Satisfaction, like him; Or elſe it would be 
wrong in him to command us to do a thing, 
which he knew was diſhonourable and unfit 
in its Nature. After what Manner, then, could 
he expect that we ſhould manags in this Caſe? 
That we ſhould imitate his Example, or 
take his Advice? Or, how could he think, 


that we can underſtand his Will or Mind. when 


he ſpeaks to us in contradictory Terms? That 
he does ſo, if he requir'd a Satisfaction, and 
yet commands us to forgive one another is 
evident. For, by doing the former, he de- 
clares that Remiſſion is improper; and by the 
latter he declates that it is right: Which con- 
trary Accounts deſtroy one another, and, give 
us Reaſon to think that both can't be true. 
AND therefore, as we believe the Chriſtian 
Revelation, and are ſure that it orders us to be 
ready to forgive, we may juſtly conclude, ths 
| | tne 


( 64 ) 
the Divine Being, whole Nature and Property 
it is to have Mercy, did not require that Chriſt 
ſhould die in order to fatisfy his offended Ma- 
jeſty ; but that he died, (thro' the Barbarity 
or Cruelty of his Enemies) to convince the 
World of the Truth of his Miſſion, that he 
might, thereupon, engage them to believe and 
obey his Laws. And, 
WHEN this Doctrine is ſet in this Light, I 
don't fee how any Man, who thinks ſoberly, 
can have any more Reaſon to find Fault with 
Chriſtianity for aſſerting it; than he could have 
to find Fault with any Hiſtory, for giving an 
Account, that a certain Hero, who, deliver'd 
a Nation from Slavery, loſt his Life in oppoſing 
his Adverſaries, and was not miraculouſly pre- 
ſerv'd, tho he was provideatially rais'd up to 
do this Noble Exploir. ” 
Age, ooo „„ 

I' it be ſaid, that Chriſtianity tells us of the 
everlaſting Puniſhment of the Wicked: that 
this is unrealonable and, therefore, incredible, 
becauſe 'tis more than their Crimes can de- 
| ſerve, and bears no Proportion to their State 
of Trial here. I anſwer, =. 
THAT as the Difference berween moral 
Good and Evil is immutable, and the Happineſs 
of Mankind lies in the Practice of the former; 
| Juſt fo does their Miſery lie in the Commiſſion 
of the latter, and proceeds from a Conſcioul- 
neſs that they abus'd the natural Liberty which 


God oave them, This is very evident from 


the intolerable Pain which they feel in doing 
1 3 7 any 
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any baſe or evil Actions. They always are 


| unealy after committing them; and find ſharp 


Remorſe the conſequence of their Guilt, Nor 


| can they poſlibly quiet the Clamour of their 


Conſciences, without keeping their Paſſions per- 
petually inflam'd, gratifying one Appetite atter 
another, and ſhifting the Scenes when they 
loſe their Entertainment. They have no 
other Way, while they continue impenitent 
to evade the Uneaſineſs of their own Minds, 
but thus to bear down their Reaſon, and di- 


vert themſelves with the Objects of Senſe. 


LET us ſuppoſe, then, that they cou'd have 
no ſuch Objects to have recourſe to, or that 
they were in ſuch a Situation, as left no room 
for them; and what, can we imagine, wou'd 
be their Fate? Infallibly this; their Miſery 
would be more intenſe and durable, and their 
Repentance more tedious, and difficult to be 
produc'd; there being no Amuſements, which 
might help 'em to draw off their Minds from 
reflecting on their Guilt, and to recover the 
loſt Rectitude of their Narure, But, 

IN a future World, where we ſuppoſe Mens 
Exiſtence to be moſt of a ſpiritual Sort, chere 


will be none, nor will there be Occaſion for any 


of thoſe ſenſible Objects, which now entertain 
them, which are neceſſary for the Support of 
their mortal Frame here, and which, agreeable 
to their probationary State, help em, not only 
to perſue Virtue, bur alſo to recover themſelves 
from the Practice of Vice; and fave 'em, in 


ſome Meaſure, from feeling the full Smart 
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of it. from which we may infer, that thoſe 
Perſons, who plac'd their greateſt Comfort, 
here, in ſuch Things, and us'd them as Means 
of quieting Conſcience, after they had wick- 
edly violated its Laws, muſt, of Courſe, be 
very unhappy without them, and find it dit- 
ficult to attain to Felicity. It will be a long 
Struggle, a ſevere Conflict, before they can 
attain to it. 
NOT that their puniſhment will be abſolute- 
ly everlaſting, or have no End or Period at all. 
No; this would be inconſiſtent with the Wil- 
dom and Goodneſs of the Deity ; as he calld 
his Creatures into Being without their Conſent, 
and, thereupon, made them ſubject to ever- 
laſting Miſery, for the bare Poſſibility of ever- 


_ laſting Happineſs. Nor, are we to imagine, 


that he will inflict any cruel, ſevere, and 
intolerable Puniſhments on them, beſides 
thoſe, which naturally reſult from the Senſe 
of their Sins, or are cloſely connected with 
them. For, if they by their Guilt make 
themſelves miſerable, why ſhould he make 
them, infinitely, more ſo, Or, why ſhould 
he add ſo much to their Pain? There is no 
Reaſon, ſure, can be aſlign'd for it. 


HUMAN Governours, indeed (whoſe Au- 


thority is ablolutely neceſſary to Society, in 
order to preſerve the Happineſs of ir, and 
maintain the Rights and Privileges of its good 
Members) are often oblig'd to puniſh Vice, 
tho the Delinquents, frequently, ſuffer in the 
immediate Act: Nay, are ſometimes oblig d 
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to doom Malefactors to Death, that others 
may be deter'd from Capital Crimes. And the 
Reaſon of Things neceſſarily requires it, and 
makes it lawful for them to do it. For, not 
only their own Perſonal Welfare, but thar, 
allo, of the Public is concern'd in it. And, 
without ſome {ſuch ſtrict and ſevere Methods, 
there wou'd bo no fuch Thing as Order or 
Happineſs. But, 5 

THE DIVINE BEING can have no ſuch 
Reaſons, either to inflict infinite and into- 
lerable Puniſhments on Men, or to doom 'em 
to any of eternal Duration. His own Safety 


can't oblige him to either, becauſe he's expos'd 


to no Damage or Danger ; but, on the con- 
trary, is entirely ſecure from both, thro' the 
infinite Fulneſs and Perfection of his Nature. 
NOR, can he do it thro? Reſentment or Re- 
venge, on Account of any Contempt which 


they powr'd on his Laws; ſince that would 
bring him down to a Level with Men, and 
| repreſent him as a weak and ill-natur'd Be- 


ing. Neither can he do it to deter others, or 
to eſtabliſh them in Virtue and Happineſs; Be- 
cauſe theſe muſt chiefly conſiſt in their having 
kind and benevolent Diſpoſitions, and being 
pleas'd at the Welfare of their Fellow Crea- 


| tures; in wiſhing well to 'em; endeavouring 


to oblige em; and in performing all Offices 
of Humanity and Charity, with a due Prompt- 


neſs, Pleaſure, and Reliſh. And if they knew 


that any were either to be eternally miſerable, 


or to luffer terrible or infinite Torments, it 


K 2 muſt, 


( 68 ) ; 
muſt, neceſſarily, allay their Happineſs to a rh 


; great Degree; otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe them R. 
; diveſted of ſuch humane Dilpoſitions, as all © 
virtuous and good Men, who reſemble the W 
Deity moſt, are now poſſeſo'd of: which is 1 © 
very inconſiſtent with our Notions of Heaven, Þ 47 
and that compleat Charity which, we believe, lil 
for ever reigns in it. Pe 
| SO that whatever Miſery the Wicked ſuffer 0\ 
in a future World muſt be, wholly, intended for Bi 
their own Good, and to make em ſenſible of of 
the evil of Sin, and the unſpeakable Advan- M 
tages which attend Virtue, that they may more ti 
heartily amend their Lives. Ld in 
BUI, how can Puniſhmenr, that never ceaſes, Þ 
anſwer this End, or ſave the Divine Being from di 
the Imputation of Cruelty? Or how can I tt 
Perſons, under extreme Tortures, acquire any Þ h 
good or virtuous Diſpoſitions, or form their 1 J 


Minds into a religions Frame? All Pain, 
intenſe in Degree, draws off the Mind from 
every Object, and fixes its Attention entire- 1 # 
ly on itſelf, A Man, afflicted with the Gout 1 
or Stone, can't poſſibly apply his Thoughts to 
any Thing, untill his Pain begins to abate. 
No; his Mind is diſtracted with the uneaſy 
Senſations, and he's wholly unfit for any Em- 
ploy. Why then ſhould God lay ſuch terrible e 
Miſeries on his Creatures (as ſome Perſons 
would make him to do) beſides thoſe which 
are the natural Effects of their Sins, when, 
inſtead of reforming them, it would. pre figs 
SO es 1 their 


OP 
a © cheir Amendment? There is certainly no 
n ® Reaſon why he ſhould do it. And, 
i THEREFORE when we are told that the 
e Wicked * ſhall be puniſbed with everlaſtin 
Ss Deſtruction, from the Preſence of the Ts 
, WW and from the Glory of his Power, and the 
5 like; we are only to underſtand, that ſuch 
Perſons, for a very long Time, and for their 
own Benefit or Welfare, ſhall be excluded the 
Blitsful Preſence of God, be left to the Laſhes 
of their own Conſciences, and ſuffer grievous 
Miſery aud Pain, until they recover the Rec- 
titude of their Minds, and are fit for entring 
into the Heavenly State. 5 
Of this Opinion were ſome of the moſt ju- 
dicious Writers among the Antients; and they 
thought very juſtly upon the Subject, and 
had right Notions of the Divine Government. 
Thus one of em tells us with good Judgment: 
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Siqmpl. Comm. in Epict. Enchir. pag, 224, 
AND another of 'em gives us a juſt and 
elegant (tho it be a poetical) Account of 
this Matter. He ſhows plainly, that the 
bad diſpoſitions, which Men carry into ano- 
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ther World, muſt continue long with them; 
and that every one's Pain would be more, or 
leſs, acute, in proportion to the Depravity 
which he contracted here; but that all would 
at laſt be purg'd from their Impurity, and, in 
conſequence of that, be perfectly happy. 


Thus ſays our Author: 


Juin & ſupremo cum lumine vita reliquit; 
Non tamen omne malum miſeris, nec funditus 
. ;  [ommes 
Cornporeæ excedunt peſtes ; penituſq; neceſſe eſt 
Multa diu concreta modis moleſcere miris. 
Ergo exercentur penis, veterumque malorum 
Supplicia expendunt, Aliæ panduntur imanes 
Suſpenſe ad ventos: alits ſub gurgite vaſlo 
Infectumeluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur igni. 


Duiſque ſuos patimur manes. Enxindes per 
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Mittimur Elyſium, & pauci leta arva tenemus: 
Donec longa dies, perfetto temporis orbe, 
Concretam exemit labem, purumque reliquit 


Atbereum ſenſum, atque aurai ſimplicis Ig. 


aem. 


Virg. acid. 416. 6. lin. 375, &c. 


ANN theſe Notions are ſo reaſonable and 
juſt, that none, upon reflection, can find 
fau' t with em. They are not advanced with a 
View to make us believe, that the Wicked 
ſhall ſuffer by any of theſe Elements; bur 
to teach us the different Degrees of their Sut- 

* $ ferings, 
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ferings, according to the different Degrees of 


their Guilt: As Wind, for Inſtance, has a 
more powerful cleanſing Virtue, than calm 


| and undiſturb'd Air; and Water, than Wind; 


and Fire, than either of 'em; that ſome Men, 
whole Sins were greater than others, muſt 


need, in Conſequence, a ſevere Purging, and 
ſuffer, thereby, ſo much the more Uneaſineſs, 


before their Impurity can be carried off, or 


they fitted ſor a Heavenly State. 


NOR, is there any Thing, in all this, but 
what is moſt conſonant to the Accounts, which 
the Scripture gives us of Hell. It tells of 
ſome, who, for their Slothfulneſs, are puniſh'd, 
only, with darkneſs; of others, who, for 
their more wilful Faults, are beaten with 


Stripes: and of others, who, for their more 


* Offences, are burn'd with Fire. 
And, 2 5 
ALTHO it repreſents their Puniſhment as 
Eternal, or as never having any End or Period 
at all; yet that is done, only, in an hyper- 
bolical Manner, to denote the great Length 
of its Duration. Thus the ſacred Hiſtorians 
us'd to deſcribe Things, which were to have a 
long Continuance (tho they were afterward 
to ceaſe) by the general Character or Epithet 
of everlaſting: And called Hills, Mountains, 
Fires, Poſſeſſions, Prieſthoods, &c. by this 
Name : As any one, that reads their Hiſtories 
will find. Bur ſtill, we are not to underſtand 
them as meaning an abſolute Eternity, unleſs we 
wou'd eternally give up our Reaſon, and mw 
: II con 
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conduct ourſelves by it. Why then, ſhould we 
believe any future Puniſhment to be, ablo- 
lutely, everlaſting, when we have no Ground 
for believing it, but, on the contrary, the 
ſtrongeſt Realon (from the Goodneſs and Jul- 
tice of God, and the Nature of Things) to 
believe the contrary £ And when beſides it 
bears no Proportion, at all, to the State of 
Trial, which Mcn are plac'd in here ? For 
my Part, I own, I can't {ee why we ſhou'd do it. 

UPON which Accounts, I ſay, that future 
Puniſhments muſt be allowed to be limited ; 
that, it would be againſt all Truth, to ſay they 
are not; as it's moſt agreeable to 5 w 

to grant that they are: Which is a ſufficient 
Solution to what is objected. And. 

THUS, I have anſwered ſome of the moſt 
Material Objections, that are, or might be, 
made againſt CHRISTIANITY ; and ſhall, 
now, according to my Promiſe, proceed, 


III. AND LASTLY, to prove that it is, 


Older than the Creation, nothing but Natural 


Religion, and not a ſupernatural Revelation. 
And, 1 80 


THAT it is older than the Creation, will, 


1 think, eaſily appear, from the Definition, 
which, in the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, I 
gave of it. I there aſſerted, that, by Chriſti- 
anity, we were, properly, to underſtand all 
thole Things, in general, which Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles require from us, which they 


have preſſed upon us by ſeveral Motives, and 
SG: RS enforc'd 


| (73 7 
| enforc'd by divers Works and Miracles, in 
order to make us exerciſe our Reaſon, and to 
incite us to do what they enjoyn'd us. Row - 
ever, I don't, nor wou'd 1 be underſtood to, 
mean, that it was promuig'd betore the Founda- 
tion of the World. No, but only that the 
| Things which ir commands us, were always 
| fir in their own Nature, and, eternally, agree» 
able to Reaſon and Truth. e 

AND, to make this appear with ſome co- 
lour of Argument, I lay it down as an indiſ- 
putable Point, that there is an unchangeable 
Difference between Pleaſure and Pain, that 
the former, too, is preferable to the latter, 
and that every wiſe Being will allow it to be 
ſo, None can indentify their diſtinct or op- 
| poſite Ideas, nor deſtroy the Difference which 
is eftabliſhr between them. Neither wou'd 
any chooſe Pain for its own ſake, when they 
had it in their Power to choole Pleaſure. 
WHATEVER, then, tends to procure Plea- 
| ſure, or ro eſtabliſh true Happineſs upon the 
whole, muſt certainly be reckon'd eternally fir, 
and always agrecable to Reaſon or Truth, 
prior to the Appointment of any Mind or 
Will: So that no Power, Circumſtances, Re- 
| lations, or Times, cow'd make that fit which, 
only, caus'd Pain, or that unfit which, only, 
| caus'd Pleaſure: Or, in other Words, it was 
always a true Propoſition in itſelf, that every 
| Thing, that produces Happineſs, is fit, and 
was eternally ſo in its own Nature. But, 


L -- - JUSTIOR, 
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JUSTICE, TRUTH, BENEVOLENCE, 
GRATiTUDE, and every other Virtue of 
the like fort, directiy tend to produce Hap- 
pincls, and are therefore fit to be exercis'd. 
And no point of Duration can, poflibly, be 
allign'd, when it was not true, that it is more 
clivible to live, in the Exercile of them, than 
in "the Practice of their Coatratics. Naw, 

THESE Things are what the Goſpel re— 
commends, and preſſes upon us by the weighti- 
eſt Arguments, from the Conſideration of their 
unchangeable Fitncls, and their Tendency to 
promote a general Good. The commanding 
Or enforcing. them did not make them fit, or 
congruous to the Rules of Reaſon or Truth, 
but, they were always ſuch in themſelves, 
antecedent either co their Injunction or In- 
forcement. | 

FROM which we may infer, that CHRI- 
ST) ANITY is, not only older than the CRE- 
ATION, but as old 40 ETERNITY itſelf. 
All its Rules are of a moral Nature, and 
were ever founded in the Reaſon of Things, 
It did not receive its Being from Chriſt ; be- 
cauſe Truth and Right are created Entities ; 

nor docs it depend on him for its intrinſic 
Excellence; but was only recommended or 
inculcated by him, and enforc'd by his Sanc- 
tion and Authority. And, 

WHAT Laws cou'd God or Chriſt | 
us, but ſuch as were always ran, in 
themlelves.. prior to the Promulgation of 
'em? What Obligations coud they lay us 

under, 
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juſtly demand of us: 


E775) 
under, but to belicve and do Things that arc 
in our Power, are fuitcd to our natural and 


moral Capacities, and that conduce to our 
general Good? Such Things, only, were fit 
to be rcquir'd, and nome but luch os they 

Nor, can we {uppole 
them to enjoin any Thing upon us, that was 
not cternally obligatory i in its Nature, ab- 


ſtracting from the Conſideration of its being 


commanded by them. 
Acain, 
CHRISTIANITY is nothing but natural 
Religion. This will appear to be evidently 
true, by conſidering, that it contains no Pre— 
cepts, or teaches us no Doctrines, but what 
we mult deduce by our own Reaſon, before 


we can be oblig'd ro regulare our Conycria- 


tion by them. All the Knowledge, which 
we acquire, is deriv'd to us in a arr) Way. 
And, from whatever Fountain or Orivin it 
>rocceds, or by whatever Being it is commu— 
nicared to us, whether by God, Angels, or 
Men, it muſt at laſt be promul.d by the Laws 
of our Nature. before we can, properly, be 
{1id to receive it, mahe it our own, or reduce 
it to practice. Whether, then, we conſi- 
der the Great Author of Chriſtianity as a 
Divine or Human Perſon; the Religion he 
reaches can be nothing bat Natural, or fuch 
a Knowledge of ſpiritual Things, as we re- 
ceive by our own Underſtandings, and the 
fair Deductions of our own Minds. And the 


Account of Things which God reveals by any 
— 


imme- 
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immediate Meſſenger from Heaven, muſt be as 
much the Religion of Nature, as that which 
he gives in the Volume of the Creation. 
For, what, I pray, can hinder it to be ſo, 
when he is equally the Author of both, and 
we, in each of 'em, muſt infer his Will, by 
our own Deductions? Every one muſt judge 
of both for himlelf, that he may act lach a 
Part as is moſt reaſonable. 

£48506, 


THAT Chriſtians may be obliged to ſome | 


Dutics, which Hcathens or Mahomctans arc 
not bound to perform. Burt this is no morc 
than what's common in the World, and whar 
happens, cven, among Chriſtians. One Man 
may be bound to diſcharge the Duty of a Pa- 
rent; when another, u ho ſtands in po fuch 
Relation, is under no immediate Tye to it. 
But ſtill, the gener ral Principles of Benevo- 
lence, on which that particular Duty is founded, 
muſt bind all Men without Exception. In 
like Manner, a Perſon who believes in Jeſus 
Chriſt, may be oblig'd to do Things, which 
the know n Relation wherein he ſtands to him 
ſubjects him to, and which another, who is 
conſcious to no ſuch Relation, is excepted irom: 
While, at the ſame time, both of em are bound 
to be Benevolent. and. to be Grateſul in their 


ſeveral Spheres of Life. So that Chriſtianity | 


18 nothing but Natural Religion, or an Agore- 
gate of thole Virtues which the Law of our 
Nature teaches us, or requires from us. 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, 
NEITHER is it, properly, a Supernatural 
Revelation, as, after Examining, we ſhall, 
caſily, perceive. For, God always had Power 
to give it; o, it could not be above his 
Natural Capacity. And, it muſt be granted. 


that we can underſtand it; otherwiſe it cou'd 


be no Revelation to us; becauſe what it 
contains. could not be {aid to be reveal'd. 
How then is it ſupernatural ? In no Senſe, 
ſure, that we can name; tho the Divine Be- 
ing may, in ſome Senſe, be called the Author 
of it, as thro' his innate Goodneſs he was 
pleaſed-to favour us with it. i a 
I GRANT, indced, that, as far as Power 
alone is concern'd, he may be the Author of 


Things, which are above the Nature of any 


created Beings, or which their Power is far 


from being equal to. In like Manner may 


ſome Creatures be able to do Things, that 


others of inferior Capacities cannot effect. 


And thele may, as properly, be called Super- 
natural, as it God himſelf were the Agent. 
The reaſon is, becaule when they are com- 
par'd with the Capacities of thele other Beings, 


they ſeem to be ſuperior to em, or what they 
cannot, poſſibly, match or equal. And, per- 
haps, it might be ſaid, that there are as many 
ſupernatural Works, daily, perform'd in the 
World, as there are different Claſſes of Beings, 


in it, exerciſing their ſeveral Powers or Abi- 
lities. Nay, we may allow, among the hu- 
man Species, that ſome of em, excelling in 
5 nde. 
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Eudowments either of Body or Mind, may do 
Things that are lupernatural, or above the na- 
rural Capacities | of many Pcrfonrs. 

BUT, when we talk of a Revelation, *tis 
entirely otherwiſe. For, by that we ate, pro- 
perly, to underſtand ſomething of Knowledge 
or Science, which one Being commun:icates 
to another, and which the other is fuppos'd 


capable of underſtanding. And, therefore, if 
it be really, ſupernatural, it can be no Reyc- 


lation to him, becauſe that implics its being 
pole gay, or that he can't perceive the 
Nature of it. The Truth is, God may give 
Men a Diſcovery of ſeveral Things, and 0 

may one Man give to another; but e every one, 


at lat, mult make the Ditcovery to himſelf, 


by the Report of his own Reaion or Judg- 
ment, Conſcquently, there can be no ſuper— 
zatural Revelation; becauſe the Being, to 
whom the Revelation is ſuppoſed to be made, 
mult be allow'd ro have a natural Capacity 
for receiving it, and underſtanding che leveral 

Contents of it. 

HENCE it follows, by the by, that, in all 
Mat "Ne Caf pure Religion, which reipect the 
future World, every Man may be ſtil'd his own 

Lawgiver, and may be jaid to promulge Laws 

to himſelf The ſupreme Legiſlator, indeed, 

is God, who indued all Men with realonable 

Facultics, and thereupon made 'em account- 

able, for their Actions, to himſelf. But they 

being moral and free Agents, and left at liberty 
ro exerciſe theſe Faculties, are always to be 
eſteem'd 
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eſteem'd obedient or diſobedient, accordingly 
as they oblerye their own Laws, or regard 
the Dictates of Reaſon and Conlcience : And 
he will reward or puniſh them, ſo far as their 
Lives are conformable or repugnant to theſe. 

THUS, I have finith'd what I intended on 
this Subject, have let Chriſtianity, as I think, 
in a rational Light, and ſecured it from being 
damaged or cenſured by its Adverſaries. And 
I give this my humble Advice to them, to think, 
for the future, to better Purpole, before the 
attempt to write againſt it. For when Men 
advance odd Notions, or Things that won't 
ſtand the public Teſt, they only expoſe them- 
ſelves by it: And where one will pity them 
ten will deride them. Even they, who are 


the ſobereſt of all Chriſtians, will be under 
a Temptation to laugh at their Weakneſs. 


THIS Practice, however, as I hinted be- 
fore, is not commendable ; eipecially if theſe 
Perſons could not have done better. And there- 
fore, 'twere a far more charitable Decd, to be 
at ſome Pains in informing their Judgments, and 
to endeavour, if poſſible, to clear up their Un- 
derſtandings. And if they can't, after this, be 
convinc'd of the Truth, they ſhould not be 
the worſe look'd upon for ir; becauſe, they 
can't be bound to impracticable Things. How 
many Creatures ſhall we find in this Kingdom 
(I mean beſides thoſe of our own Species) 
which are very uſeful and ſerviceable to us, 
and, withal, believe no Sort of Religion? 
Vaſt Numbers and Multitudes of 'em. oy : 
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ſtill this never proves Religion falſe, nor that 
they can, juſtly, be blamed for it. Their 
Want of Capacity does, certainly, excuſe 
them; and, while they do no harm, none 
ſhould harm them. Why, then, ſhould Men, 
who, perhaps, thro? ſome Defect in their Un 
derſtandings, can't believe Chriſtianſty, be 
moleſted, any more than they; while they 
do no real Damage to the Society; and when 


they ſeem, really, incapable of hurting it? 


No Reaſon, I'm perſuaded. can be given why 


they ſhould. 


UPON which . 1 would adviſe 


Chriſtians not only to forbear one another in 


their private Sentiments, but to compaſſionate 
thoſe who disbelieve their Religion, and to do 


dem all Offices of Humanity and Benevolence. 
This will be the Way to tupport CHRIS TI. 


ANITY, and to preſerve it alive to the End 
of the CREATION: 


N 
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